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Death and Life are in the power of the 
Tongue. Prov, 18, 21. 
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PREFACE 


H E. Government of the 
Tongue has ever bin juſily 


reputed one of the moi} im- 

\ * portant parts of human Re- 
giment. The. Philoſopher and the 
Divine equally atteſt this : and So- 
lomon (who was both) gives bis ſuf- 
frage alſo; the perſwaſions to, and 
encomiums of it, taking uf a conſt- 
derable part of his book of Proverbs, 
i Bell not therefore need to ſay any 
a 2 thing 
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The Preface, 

it eaſily deceaves a drouſy or beedlefs 
guard. Nature feems to have given 
' it ſome unhappy advantages towards 
that. Tis in its frame the moſt ready 
for motion of any member, needs nt 
fo much as the flexure of a.joint , and 
by acceſs of humors acquires a glibneſs 
200 , the more to facilitate its moving, 
And alas we too much find the effefl 
of this its eaſy frame; it often goes 
without giving us warning ; and as 
children when they happen upon a 
| rolling engine, can ſet it in ſuch a 
carfiere , as wiſer people cannot on a 
ſudden flop ;, ſo the childiſh parts of 
us , our paſſions , our fancies , all our 
meer animal faculties, can thruft 
our tongues into ſuch diſorders , asour 
reaſon cannct eaſily refify. The due 
manapgery therefore of this unruly 
member 


ir 
10q1* Craddy/ of 1 anduo7 agg '5114 
»1df Furgh.41 3ſoog < puww 3q of 
194 240j343q1 pup © uo1ynvo puv 23un 
11912 15210242 aq Furumbaa 12 < (oa 
ka 4aN2U WA HHP: ws PO '7 
Aſo 
vs 21344 41 he IT « 2pqouoſes) o 
aunſ wo 5 #1 4u1n1434 fo. 2101992 
quan 34 7 ' uo rudy 2g up9 41 


21070 242qa * angvad. ut 11 fo $dayf 
roof ſup 21403f, 4 243q4 tal * Fyo0g 
ut qzias aus aq low 11 fo s1uaue 


no 


-bapry atioſ 091, 40g *parop qu0'Gjoqes 
110 uv 29 07 Futuazſ a0u 1*i ſo 
1991Fau quſuianzun 2q4 wogn a 
Sſour/ quzuaprow uv jo uonmnppy 
-4aqnſ 241 20u p?4q 11 4941 oft daqt 
04 1 *#! puaumo? 04 $17120qmy 
img qmu of” wa gfe © ple 
rgy-fo 221047 ku. 2y11/nf 04 0unge = 
*29eJa3ig YL 


The Preface. 

Il that one line. I give not this in- 
Pance to diſcourage , but rather 16 
quicken men to the fludy ; for a leſ- 
on that requires ſo much time to 
learn , had need be early begun with, 
3- But eſpecially in this ape, 
wherein the contrary liberty has got 
uch a prepoſſeſſion , that men look on 
it as a part of their birth-right ; nay 
do not only let their tongues looſe, but 
Pudiouſly ſuggeſt inordinacies to 
them , and uſe the ſpur where they 
bould the bridle. By this means 
converſation #5 ſo generally corrupted, 
that many have had cauſe to wiſh 
they had not bin made ſociable crea- 
tures. A man ſecluded from company 
can have but the Devil and himſelf 
to temt him ; but he that converſes, 
has almoſt as many ſnares as he has 
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The Preface. 


we have not much Religion among us : 
tis great pitty we ſhould fruſtrate 
the little we have , render that utter- 
ly inſignificant , which at the beſt 
S amounts to ſo little. Let therefore the 
J difficulty and neceſſity of the task , 


J prevail with us to take time be- 


SY fore us , not to defer this ſo neceſſary 


a work *till the night come ; or ima- 
gin. that the Tongue will be able to 
expiate its whole age of guilt by a 
feeble Lord have mercy on me at 
the laſt. Tho indeed if that were 
ſuppoſeable, * twere but a broken reed 
to truſl to, none knowing whether 
he ſhall have time or grace for that. 
He may be ſurprized with an Oath, 
a Blaſphemy , a Detradtion in his 
mouth : many have bin ſo. Tis ſure 


there muſt be a dying moment : and 
how 
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The Preface. 
paſſes in ſilence. I confeſs there is colox 
enough for this objeAion. But Ibelieve 


if it were put to votes, more would 


reſolve I had ſaid too much , ratber 


3 then too little. Should I have en- 


larged to the utmofl compaſs of this 
Theme, TI ſhould have made the w0- 
lume of fo affrighting a bulk, that 
few would have attemted it ; and 
by ſaying much I ſhould have ſaid 
nothing at all to thoſe who moſt need 
it, Mens ftomacs are generally ſo 
queaſie in theſe caſes , that tis not 

ſafe to overload them ;, let them try 
& how they can digeſt this : if they can 


5þ ſo as to turn it into kindly nuriſh- 


ment, they will be able to ſupply 
themſelves with the remainder. For 
T think I may with ſome confidence 
affirm , that he that can confine bis 

Tongue 
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Of the uſe of Speech, 


BJ AN athis firſt creation was 
FAR ſubſtituted by God as his 
[A Vicegerent, toceccive the 
1K houmage, and enjoy the fer- 


maintain the port of ſo vaſt an Empure. 
Yet thoſe very excellencies, as they quali- 
fied him for dominion, ſo they unfitted 

; A him 
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SecT. I. Of the Uſe of Speech 3 


with his, as did the outward form , whoſe 
heart, according to Solomons reſemblance, 
anſwered his, As in water face anſwers 
face. Prov. 27. 19. with whom he 
might communicate minds, tratfhc and 
enterchange all the notions and ſentiments 
of a reaſonable ſoul. 

3 Bur tho there were this ſympathy 
in their ſublime part which diſpoſed them 
to the moſt intimate union ; yet there was 
a cloud of fleſh in the way which inter-| 
cepted their mutual view, nay permitted 
no intelligence between them , other 
then by the mediation of ſome Organ 
equally commenſurate to ſoul and body. 
And to this purpoſe the infinite wiſdom 
of God ordained Speech, which as it is a 
ſound reſulting from the modulation of 
the Air, has moſt affinity ro the ſpirit, 
bat as it is uttered by the Tongue, has 
immediate cognation with the body cand 
ſo the fitteſt inſtrument to manage a 
commerce between the rational yet 1n vi- 
ſible powers of human ſouls clothed in 
fleſh. 

4- AND as we have reaſon to admire 
the excellency of this contrivance, fo 
have we to applaud the extenſiveneſs of 
the benefit, From this it is we derive all 

A 2 the 
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Sect. 1. Of the Uſe of Speech, 7 


im whom they have not heard, and how 
hall they hear without a preacher ? 

5. FRomall theſe excellent uſes of it in 
reſpect of man, we may collect another 
1n relation to God; that is, the prazſing 
and magnifying his goodneſs, as for all 
other effects of his bounty, ſo particularly 
hat he hath given us language, and all 
the conſequent advantages of it, 'T his 1s 
the juſt inference of the ſon of Syrach 
Ecclus. 51. The Lord hath given me a 

ongue,and I will praiſe him therewith. T his 
is the facrifice which God calls for fo of- 
eh by the Prophets, the Calves of our 
ps, which anſwers to all he oblations 
out of the herd, and which the Apoſtle 
makes equivalent to thoſe of the {oor and 
winepreſs alſo. Heb. 13. 15. The fruit of 
our _— giving. thanks to his name. To this 
we frequently find the Pfalmiſt exciting 
both himſelf and others, _,Awake up my 

lory, 1 will give thanks unto thee, O Lora, 
among the people , and I will ſmg unto thee 
among the natzons. Pſal. 57. 9. 10. And 
O praiſe the Lord with me, and let us ma- 
gnify his name together, Pſal. 34. 3. And 1n- 
deed whoever obſerves that excellent ma- 
gazine of Devotion, the book of Plalms, 
ſhall find that the Lauds make up a great 
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Of the Abuſe of Speech. 


SetcrT. II. 


Of the manifold Abuſe of 
Speech, 


ND now ſince the original des 
ſigns of ſpeaking are fo noble, 
d advantageous, one would be apt to 
pnclude no rational creature would be 
mted to pervert them, fince tis ſure 
can ſubſtitute none for them, that can 
qually conduce, either to his honor , or 
atereſt, 
b—: Yer experience ( that great baffler 
ſpeculation ) aſſures us the thing is too 
ible, and brings in all ages matter of 
& to confute our ſuppoſitions : ſo lia- 
le alas 1s ſpeechto be depraved, that the 
cripture deſcribes it as the ſource of all 
ur other depravation. a, ſin came 
rſt out at % mouth by ſpeak omg 4 geo 
entred in by eating. The firſt uſe we 
nd Eve to. have made of her language, 
as to enter parly with. the temter, and 
rom that to (5h a temter to her huf- 
dand. And immediatly upon the fall,guilty 
{dam frames his tongue to a frivolous — 
cuſc 
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8 TheGovernment of the Tongue, 
cule, which was much leſs able to cover 
his ſin then the fig-leaves were his naked- 
neſs. And as in the infancy of the firſt 
world, the tongue had licked up the ve- 
nom of theold ſerpent, fo neither could 
the Deluge waſh it offin the ſecond. No 
ſooner was that ſmall .colony ( where- 
with the depopulated earth was to be re. 
planted )come forth of the Ark, but we 
meet with Chama delator to his own fa- 
ther, inviting his brethren to that execra- 
ble ſpeCtacle of their parents nakednels, 
3. Nox. did this only run jnthe blood 
of that accurſed Cham; the holy ſeed was 
not totally free from its infeQtion, even 
the Patriarchs themſelves were not ex- 
emt. Abraham uſed a repeted colluſi- 
on in the caſe of his wife, and expoſed his 
own integrity to preſerve her chaſtity. 
1/aac the heir of his bleſling, was ſon of 
his infirmity alſo, and ated over the ſame 
{ſcene upon Rebecca's account. Facob ob- 
tain'd his fathers bleſſing by a flat lie; 
J/meon and Levi ſpake not only falſly, but 
inſiduouſly, nay hypocritically, abu at 
once their proſclytes, and their religion, 
for tkeeffeCting their cruel deſigns upon 
the Szchemites. Moſes thoa man ofan un- 
paralleld meeknelſs , yet /pake unadviſedly 


with 
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Sxzcr. Il. Ofthe Abuſe of Speech. 9g 


with his lips, Plalm. 106. 33. David ut- 
tered a bloody vow againſt Nabal, ſpake 
words ſmoother then oil to Uriah, when he 
had don him one injury, and deſign'd him 
another, Twere endleſs to reckon up 
thoſe ſeveral inſtances, the old Teſtament 
gives us of theſe lapſes of the tongue: 
neither want there divers in the new; 
tho thereis one of ſo much horror, as ſu- 
perſedes the naming more, I mean that 
of St. Peter in his reiterated abjuring his 
Lord, a crime which ( abſtracted trom the 
intention) ſeems worle then that of. Zudar: 
that traitor owned his relation, cried Ma- 

er Maſter even when he betraied him, 
ſo that had he bin meſured only by his 
rongue, he might have palt for the berrer 
diſciple. 

4. THESE are fad inſtances, not re- 
corded to patronize the ſin, but to ex. 
cite our caution. Ir was a Politic infe- 
rence of the elders of Iſrael in the caſe of 
Fehu; Behold two K ings ſtood not before 
him, how then shall we ſtand*2 Rings. 10. 
And we may well apply it to this; 1t per- 
ſons of ſo circumſpect a piety , have bin 
thus overtaken , what ſecurity can there 
be for our wretchleſs ofcitancy ? If \ 
thoſe who kepr their mouths 45 it were 
B with 


Sect. I. Ofthe Abuſe of Speech. 11 
now Exhales in 1mPious yo to ecclipſe 
if it were poſlible the father of lighr. 
That which ſhould be the ſtore-houle of 
relief and refreſhment to our brethren, 1s 
become a magazine of all offenſive wea- 
pons againſt them , ſpears and arrows and 
Sharp ſwords, as the Pſalmilt often phraſes 
them. We do notonly fall by the ſlip- 
perine!s of our tongues, but we delibe- 
rately diſcipline and train them to miſ- 
chick. He bend our tangues as our bows 
for hes, as the Prophet ſpeaks, Jer. 9. And 
ina word, what God athrmed of the ald 
world in relation to thoughts, 1s too ap- 
pliable to-our words, they are evil and 
that continually, Gen. 6. 5. and that 
which was intended for the inſtrument, 
the aid of human ſociety, 1s become the 
diſturber, the peſt of it. 

6, I ſhall not atremt a particular diſ- 
cuſſion of all the vices of the tongue: it 
doth indeed paſs all Geography ta draw an 
exact Map of that world of iniquity, as St. 
Zames calls it. 1 ſhall only draw the great- 
er lines, and diſtribute it into its principal 
and more eminent parts, whichare diſtin- 
guiſhable as they. relate to God, our 
Neighbor, and our Selves; in each of 
which 1 ſhall rather make an eſlay by 
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ferior prophaneneſs is as much outdared 
by Atheiſm, as is religion it ſelf. 

2. TiME was when the inverghing a- 
gainſt this, would have bin thought a very 
impertinent ſubje&t ina Chriſtian nation, 
and men would have replied upon me as 
the Spartan Lady did, when ſhe was asKk'd 
what was the puniſhment for adultereſles, 
There areno ſuch things here. Nay even 
amongſt the moſt barbarous people, it 
WH could have concerned but ſome few 
' WF lingle perſons; no numbers, much lel; ſo- 
Cieties of men, having ever excluded the 
belief of a Deity. And perhaps it may at 
this day concern them as little as ever 
for amidſt the various Deities and wor- 
ſhips of thoſe remoter nations, we have 
yet no account of any that renounced all. 
Tis only our light hath ſo blinded us: fo 
that God may upbraid- us as he did Iſra- 
el, Hath a nation changed their gods 
which yet areno gods? but my people have 
changed their oy for that which doth 
not profit, Iſa. 2. 11, This madneſs is 
now the incloſure,the peculiarity of thoſe, 
who by their names and inſtitution ſhould 
be Chriſtians : as if that natural Apho- 
riſm, That when things are at the height 
they ms.,. © again, had place here _ 
an 
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ſhould catch many. Eeither of thoſe al- 
lurements ſingle, we ſee has force enough, 
The charms of ſenſuality are fo faſcina- 
ting ,that even thoſe who believe another 
world, and the ſevere reyenges that will 
there atrend their luxuries , yet chuſe to 
take them an preſent withall their diſmal 
reverſions. And then ſure i cannot bur 
be very good news to ſuch a one to be 
told, that that after-reckoning is bur a 
falſe alarm, and his great willingneſs to 
have 1t true, will ealily incline him to 
belerve it is ſo. And doubtleſs were A- 
theilm traced up to its firſt cauſes, this 
would be tyund the moſt operative tis 
ſo convenient tor a man that will have 
no God to controul or reſtrain lum , 
to have none to puniſh him neither, 
that that utility paſſes into argument, 
and he will rather put a cheat upon his 
underſtanding by concluding, , there is'no 
future account, then ſich a ſting in his 
pleſures, as the remembrance of 1t muſt 
needs prove. This ſeems to be the ori- 
ginal and firſt riſe of this impiety, it be- 
ing, impoſlible tor any man that ſecs the 
whole , nay but the (malleſt part of rhe 
Univerle , to doubt of a firſt and ſupreme 
Being, until from the conſciouſneſs _ 
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ſo zealous propugners are they of their 
negative Creed, that they are importu. 
nately diligent ro inftrut men 1n it, 
and 1n all the little ſophuſtries and colors 
for defending it: ſo that fe that would 
meſure the opinions by their induſtry, 
and the remifſneſs of believers, would 
certainly think that the great intereſts of 
Eternity lay wholly on their fide. Yet I 
take not this for any argument of the 
confidence of this perſwaſion, but the 
contrary : for we know they are not the 
ſecure, but the deſperate undertakings, 
wherein men are moſt deſirous of part- 
ners, and there is ſomewhat of horror 
in an uncouth way, which makes men 
unwilling to trayall it alone. 

5. Taz trath 1s, tho theſe ſpeak big , 
and preſcribe as poſitively to their pu- 
= » AS if they had ſome counter reve- 
ation to confute thoſe of Moſes and 
Chriſt, yet were their ſecret thoughts laid 
open, there would ſcarce be found the 
like aſſurance there. I will not ſay to 
what reprobate ſenſe ſome particular per- 
ſons have provoked God to deliver them, 
but in the generality, I believe one may 
afttirm , that there is ſeldom an infidehry 
fo ſanguine as to exclude all fears. Their 
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by that poſition , which for ought they 
know may be ( nay they aQually feat 
is) falſe, and if it be, muſt inevitably 
inmerſe them in endleſs ruin, But I 
muſt remember my deſign limits me 
ofily to the faults of the Tongue, and 
therefore I muſt not follow this chaſe be- 
yond thoſe bounds. I ſhall only extend 
if to my proper ſubjet, that of Athei- 
ſtical taſk , wherein they make as mad an 
adventure as in any other of their enor- 
mous practices, nay pethaps i ſome re- 
ſpeQts a worſe. 

7. Int the firft place tis to be conſider- 
ed , W if there be a Ggd, he, as well as 
men,"May be provoked by our words as 
well as deeds. Secondly tis poſlible he 
may b& more. Our ill deeds may be don 
upon a vehement impulſe of temtation ; 
ſome profic or pleſures may tranſport and 
hurry us; and they may at leaſt have this 
alleviation, that we did them to pleaſe 
or advatitage our ſelves, not to ſpight 
God: but Atheiſtical words cannot be ſo 
palliated : they are arrows direQly ſhot 
againſt heaven, and can come out of 
no quiver but malice; for tis certain 
there never was man that ſaid, There was 
no God, bathe wiſhed it firſt. We know 
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little conſider , what theſe aggravations 
will amount to. Twas good counſel was 
given to the Athenians, to be very ſure 
Philip was dead, before they expreſt 
joy at his death, left they might find him 
alive to revenge that haſty truumph. And 
the like I may give to theſe men, Let 
them be very ſure there is no God , be- 
fore they preſume thus to defie him , leſt 
they find him at laſt afſert his being in 
their deſtrudtion. Certainly nothing leſs 
then a demonſtration can juſtify the rea- 
ſonableneſs of ſuch a daring. And when 
they can produce that,they have ſo far out- 
gon all the comprehenſions of mankind , 
they may well challenge the liberty of the 
Tongue, and ſay, They are therr own, who 
#s Lord over them, Plalm. 12. 
| 9. Bury till this be don, twere well 
' Wthey would ſoberly ballance the hazards 
; Wof this liberty wh the gains of it. The 
hazards are of the moſt dreadful kind, 
the gains of the ſlighteſt: the moſt is 
but a vain applauſe of wit for an impious 
jeſt: and yet even for that they muſt 
incroach on the Devils right too , who 1s 
commonly the promter , and therefore 
if there be any credit in it may juſtly 
challenge it. Indeed tis to be fear'd = 
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cording to all rules of reaſoning.it ſeemg 
to be ſuperſeded: and yet we ſee none 
own God more 1n their oaths, then thoſe 


that dilavow him 1n their other diſcourſe: 
+» Wy nay ſuch menſwear not only to ſwell their 
f language and make it ſound more full 

and bluſtring, but even when they moſt 


deſire to be believed, What an abſur- 
dity of wickedneſs is this? Is there a God 
to ſwear by, and is there none to believe 
in, none to pray to? We call it fren 
to ſee a man fight with a ſhadow: bur 
ſure tis more ſo, to invoke it. Wh 
then do theſe men of reaſon make ſuc 
ſolemn appeals ( for ſuch every oath 1s ) 
toa meer Chimera and Phantaſm? Jr 
would make one think they had ſame 
inward belief of a Deity, which they 
upon ſurprizal thus blurt out : if it argue 
not this, it does ſamething worſe, and 
becomes an evidence how much the ap- 
pearance of a ſin recommends it to them, 
that they thus catch at it, without exa+ 
mining how it will conſiſt with another 
they like better. Theſe are indeed whole» 
ſale chapmen to Satan, that do not truck 
and barter ane crime for another, but take 
WM the whole herd: and tho by reaſon of 
WJ their diſagreeing kinds they are- apt to 
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Sect. If. Oof Atheiſticall Diſcourſe. 


the ſacred Scripture for his word , _ 
yet uſe it as courſly as the others, "And 
theſe, I confels, are riddles of profance- 
nels , that hang, as ſome have pictured 
Solomon, between heaven and hell , bor- 
row the Chriſtians faith, and the Atheiſts 
drollery upon it: and tis hard to fay im 
which they are more in earneſt. Ir is 
indeed ſcandalous to ice, ro what defpi- 
cable uſes thoſe holy Oracles are put: 
{uch as ſhould a Heathen obſerve,he would 
little fuſpect them ro be own'd by us as 
the rule of our religion, and could never 
think they were ever meant for any 
thing beyond a whetftone for wit. One 
tries his Logic upon it, and objects to 
the ſenſe; another his Rhetoric, and 
quarrels at the phraſe; a third his con- 
trivance , and thinks he could have 
woven 1t with a better contexture : ne- 
ver conlidering , that unleſs they could 
confute the Divinity of their original, all 
theſe accuiations are nothing elle but di- 
rect blaſphemy, the making God ſuch 4 940 
a them ſelves, Pſal. 50. 21, andcharging 
him with thoſe defetts which are indeed 
their own. They want learning or 4n- 
duſtry to ſound the depth of thoſe lacred 
trelures, and therefore they decry the 
D Scripture 
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Sect. IIL Of Atheiſtical Diſcourſe. 27 
13. But beſides theſe more folemn 
traducers, there are a lighter ludicrous 
ſort of profaners, who uſe the Scrip- 
ture as they do odd ends of plaies, to 
furniſh out their jeſts; clothe all their lit- 
tle impertinent conceits 1n 1ts language, 
and debaſe it by th mixture of ſuch mi- 
ſerable trifles, as themſelves would be a- 
ſhamed of, were they not heightned and 
inſpirited by that profanenels. A bible 
phraſe ſerves them in diſcourſe, as the 
haut gouſt do's in diet, to give a reliſh 
to the moſt infipid ſtuf. And were it not 
for this magazine, a great many mens 
raillery would want ſupplies: for there 
are divers who make a great noiſe of 
wit, that would be very mute if this 
one Topic were barr'd them, And in- 
deed 1t ſeems a tacite confeſſion, that 
» MW they have little of their own , when they 
MJ arc fain thus to commit ſacriledg to drive 
FW on the trade. Bur ſure t1s a Pitciful pre- 
MW tence to ingenuity that can be thus kept 
WE there being little need of any other 
. W faculty but memory to be able to cap 
MI Texts. 1 am ſure (ach reperitions our 
of other books would be thougat petan- 
»W tic and filly. How ridiculous would a 


man be, that ſhould alwaics entcrlard 4 
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own Concern and lattly enforced all 
with the moſt moving expreſſions of 
kindneſs and tenderneſs to him: ſuppoſe, 
I ſay, that after all this, the next news 
we should hear of that letter, were to 
have 1t put 1n doggrel rime , to be made 
ſport for the rabble, or at beſt haye the 
moſt eminent phraſes of it pickt out and 
made a common bye word: I would 
tain know how any of us would reſent 
ſuch a mixture of ingratitude and con- 
tumely. I think I need make no minute 
application. The whole deſign of the 
Bible does ſufticiently anſwer , nay out- 
go the firſt part of the parallel, and 
God knows our vile uſage of it does 
too much ( 1 fear too literally ) adapt 
the latrer. And if we think the affront 
to baſe for one of us, can we believe 
God will take it in good part? 'That were 
to make him not only more ſtupid then 
any man, but as much fo as the heathen 
1 WF Idols, that have ezes and ſee not, Palm. 
115. 5. And tis ſure the higheſt madnets 
5 WH in the world, for any man that believes 
; WH that there is a God, to imagine he will 
" WH finally fic down by ſuch uſage. 
15. Bur if we weigh it in theſcaic of 
WH religion, the crime will yer appear more 
heinous 
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Secr. Ill. Of Atherfticat Diſcourſe. 31 
of the Maſorites, to number not only 
the ſections and lines, but even the 
words and letters of the old Teſtament, 
that by that exact calculation they might 
the better ſecure it from any ſurreptitious 
practices. 

16, AND ſure the New Teſtament is 
not of leſs concern then the Old : nay the 
Apoſtle aflerts it to be of far greater, and 
which we ſhall be more accountable for, 
For if theword ſpoken by Angels were ſted- 
faſt , and every tranſgreſſion and diſobedi- 
ence received a juſt recompence , how Shall 
we eſcape if we neglett ſo great Salvation, 
which at the firſt began to be ſpoken to us 
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us 
by them that heard him? Heb. 2. 23. 
And it is in another place the inference 
of the ſame Apoſtle, trom the excellency 
of the Goſpel above the Law , that we 
ſhould ſerve God acceptably with reve- 
rence and godly fear. Heb. 12. 28. And 
certainly tis but an ill eſſay of chat reve- 
rence and godly fear, to uſe that very 
Goſpel ſo irreverently and ungodhly as 
men now do. If we paſs from the Apo- 
ſtle to the next ſucceeding ages of tne 
Church, we find the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans lookt on their Bibles as their moſt 
important 
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Secr. Ill. Of Arheiſtical Diſcourſe. 33 


thoſe of the prelent, and ſee what he 
can find either among Heathens , Jews 
or Chriſtians, that can at all patronize 
our profaneneſs. There was no reſpect 
thought too much for the falſe Oracles of 
a faller God: and yet we think no con- 
temts too great for thoſe of the true. 
The moral Law was ſo ſacred to the 
Jews, that no parts of its remotelt retinue, 
choſe ceremonial attendance, were to be 
lookt on as common : and we who are 
equally obliged by that Law, laugh at 
that by which we muſt one day be 
judged, The Ritual, the Preceptive, the 
Prophetic , and all other parts of ſacred 
Writ, were moſt ſedulouſly , moſt religi- 
ouſly guarded by them : and we look 
upon them as a winter nights tale , from 
which to fetch matter of tport and mer- 
riment, Laſtly the firſt Chriſtians paid 
a veneration to , nay facrificed their lives 
to reſcue their Bibles from the unworthy 
uſage of the Heathens, and we our ſelves 
expoſe them to worſe: they would bur 
have bungt them, we ſcorn & vilify them , 
and outvy even the perſecutors malice 
with our: contemt, Theſe are miſerable 
Antitheſis's; yer this God knows is the 
caſe with too __ I wonder what 
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1 alſo will laugh at your calamity, 1 
will mock when your fear cometh. IVhen 
, WH Jour fear cometh as deſolation, and your 
: WH deſtruttion cometh as a whirlwind : when 
diſtreſs and anguish cometh upon you, then 
Shall they call upon me, but I will not 
anſwer , they shall ſeek me early , but they 
Shall nor find me. Would God I could 
as well tranſcribe this Text into mens 
hearts, and there would need no more 
to ſecure the whole Canon of Scripture 
from their profanation !' Could men bur 
look a little before them, and apprehend 
how 1n the daies of their diſtreſs and a- 
gony , they will gaſp for thoſe comforts 
which they now turn into ridicule ; they 
would not thus madly defeat themſelves, 
cut off their beſt and only reſerve, and 
with a pitiful contemt, caſt away thoſe 
Cordaals, ' which will then be the only 
ſupport of their fainting ſpirits, As for 
thoſe who deride Scripture upon Athe1- 
ſtical grounds, all I ſhall fay is ro re- 
fer to what I have ſaid in the beginning 
of this Section; they had need be very 
well aſſured that foundation be not ſan- 
dy: for if it bc, this reproching Gods 
word will be a conſiderable addition to 


the guilc of all their other hoſtility, and 
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Should methinks perſwade them at leſt ro 
be civil adverſaries. A generous man will 
not purſue even a falling enemy with re- 
vilings and reproch , much leſs will a 
wiſe man do it to one who is in any the 
leſt probability of revenging it: it being 
a received Maxim , T hat there 1s no grea- 
ter folly then for a man to ler his tongue 
betray him to miſchief. Let it Eee ae 
in this caſe at leſt ſtand neuter, that 
if by their words they be not juſtified, 
yet by their words they may not be con- 
demned, They can be no looſers by it: 
for at the urmoſt, tis but keeping in a 
little unſavory breath, which ( ſuppoſing 
no Gods to be offended with it) is yet 
nauſeous ro all thoſe men who believe 
nW there 15 one. To thoſe indeed who have 
a zeal for their faith, there can be 
no diſcourſe ſo intolerable, fo diſobli- 
ging: it turns converſation into skirmish- 


s 

F 

WW ings and perpetual diſputes. The E- 
e 

f 
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gyptians were ſo zealous for their bru- 
tich Deities, thar Moſes preſumed the 
Iſraelites ſacrificing, of thoſe beaſts they 
adored, muſt needsfſer rhem in an uproar 
{WH Exod. 8. 26. And ſurc thoſe who +Þ Ac- 
WJ knowledg a Divine power, cannot con- 


tentedly fit by to hear him blaſphemed. 
Tis 
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SOT. IV. 


Of Detragiion. 


E have ſeen in the laſt Seftion 
the inſolence of the Tongue to- 
wards God ; and ſure we cannot expect 
it ſhould pay more reverence to men. 
If there be thoſe that dare /fretch their 
mouths againſt heaven, Plalm 73. 9g. we 
are not to wonder if thgre be more that 
will s/00t their arrows , even bitter words, 
againſt the beſt on earth, Pſalm 64, .3. 
I ſhall not attemt to ranſack the whole 
quiver , by ſhewing every particular ſort 
of verbal injuries which relate to our 
Neighbors, I ſhall chuſe out ſome few, 
which either for the extraordinarineſs of 
their guilt , or the frequency of their pra- 
Qice, are the moſt eminent. I $hall begin 
with Detratftion, in which both thoſe 
qualities concur : for as in ſome inſtan- 
ces tis one of the higheſt ſins, ſo 1n the 
general tis certainly one of the moſt 


common , and by being ſo becomes 1n- 
ſenſible 
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and intrap us, And alas, if Satan fetter 
us, tis indifferent to him whether it be 
by a cable or a hair: nay perhaps the 
ſmalleſt ſins are his greateſt ſtratagems. 
The finer his line 1s ſpun, the leſs ſhadow 
it caſts, and is leſs apt to fright us from 
the hook : and tho there be much odds 
between a talent of lead and a grain of 
ſand , yet thoſe grains may be accumu- 
lated , till they out-weigh the: talent. It 
was a good reply of Plato's, to one 
who murmured at his reproving him 
for a ſmall matter, Cuſtom, ſaies he, zs no 
ſmall matter. And indeed ſuppoſing a- 
ny ſin were ſo ſmall as we arc willing to 
tancy moſt, yet an indulgent habit even 
of that would be certainly ruinous : that 
indulgence being perftealy oppoſite to 
the Love of God, which better can con- 
fiſt with the indeliberate commiſſions 
of many ſins, then with an allowed per- 
liſtance in any one. 

Bur in this matter of DetraC&tion I 
cannot yield that any is ſmall, fave only 
comparatively with ſome other of the 
ſame kind which 1s greatcr: for abſo- 
lutely conſidered, there is even in the 
very loweſt degrees of it, a flat contra- 
diction to the grand rule of han) fe 
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lic intereſt. 'T1s true, many have im- 
proved this too far , blown up this 
native ſpark into ſuch flames of Am- 
bition, as has ſet the world in a com- 
buſtion ; Such as «Alexander, Ceſar, 
and others, who ſacrificed Hecatombs to 
their Fame, fed it up to a prodigy 
upon a Cannibal diet the fleſh of Men: 
yet even theſe exceſles ſerve to evince the 
univerſal conſent of mankind , that Re- 
putation 1$ a valuable and defireable 
thing. 

3. Nor have we only the ſuffrage 
of man, bur the atteſtation of God him- 
ſelt , who frequently in Scripture gives 
teltimony to it: A good name 15 better 
then great riches. Prov. 22.1. And again, 
A good name 1x better then precious oint- 
ment. Ecclef. 7.1. And the more ta re- 
commend it , he propoſes 1t as a reward 
to piety and vertue, as he menaces the 
contrary to wickedneſs. The memory of 
th: juſt shall be bleſſed , but the name of 
the wicked shall rot. And that we,may 
not think this an invitation fitted only 
to the Jewiſh Oeconomy , the Apo- 
{tle goes farther , and propoſes the en- 
deavor after it as a duty , //hatfoever 
things are of good report , if there be any 
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ums to diſcover the value of a good 
name : Jet every man weigh it but 1n his 
own ſcales, return to his breaſt, and 
there reflect on that impatience he has 
when his own repute 1s invaded, To what 
dangers, to what guailts do's ſomtimes 
the meer fancy of a reproach hurry men? 
It makes them really torteit that vertue 
from whence all true reputation ſprings, 
and -like E/ops dog looſe the ſubſtance 
by too greedy catching at the ſhadow ; 
an. irrefragable proof how great a price 
tacy ſet upon their fame, 

6. AND then ſince reaſon ſets it at 
ſo high a rate, and paſlion ar a higher, 
we may conclude the violating this inte- 
reſt, one of the greateſt injuries in hu- 
man commerce ; ſuch as is reſented not 
only by the raſh, but thz ſober: fo that 
we mult pick out only blocks and ſtones, 
the ſtupid and inſenfible part of man- 
kind , if we think wee can inflict this 
wound withour an afflictive ſmart. And 
tho th? power of Chriſtianity do's in 
ſome ſo moderate this reſentment, that 
none of thoſe blows ſhall recoile, no de- 
g*22 of revenge be atremted , yet that 
do's not at all juſtify or excuſe the 1n- 
flicter. It may inde:d bz a uſcful trial 
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IWoae be to that man by whom the offence 
cometh. Mart, 18. 7. 

$. InDEED there is ſuch a train of mi{ſ- 
chiefs uſually follow this ſin, that tis 
ſcarce poſſible, ro make a full eſtimate 
of its malignity. Tis one of the grand 
incendiaries which diſturbs the peace of 
the world, and has a great $hare in moſt 
of its quarrels. For could we examine 
all the feuds which harraſs Perſons, 
Families , nay ſometimes Nations too, we 
Should find the greater part, take their 
riſe from injurious reprochful words, 
and that for. one which is commen- 
ced upon the intuition of any real con- 
{iderable intereſt, there are many which 
owe their; being to this licentiouſneſs 
of the Tongue. 

9. In regard therefore of its proper 
guilt, and all thoſe remoter ſins and 
miſeries which enſue it, tis every mans 
peat concern to watch over himſfelt. 

either 1s 1t leſs in reſpeCt both of that 
univerſal aptneſs we have to this fin, 
and its being ſo perpetually at hand, that 
for others we muſt attend occaſions and 
convenient ſe#fons, but the opportunities 
of this are alwaies ready : I can do my 
neighbor this injury, when I can do him 
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SRCT2. VF 
Of Lying Defamation. 


I. ETRACTION being ( as 

we have allready ſaid ) the leſs- 
ning and impairing a man an his re- 
pute, we may reſolve, that what ever 
conduces to that efid, is properly a De- 
traction. I ſhall begin with chart which 
is moſt eminent, the ſpreading of De-. 
famatory reports. Theſe may be of two 
kinds, either falſe, or true: which tho 
they ſeem to be of very different com- 
plexions, yet may ſpring from the ſame 
ſtock, and drive at the ſame deſign. Let 
us firſt conſider of the falſe. 

2. AND this admits of yarious cir- 
cumſtances. Somerimes a man invents a 
perfe& falſity of another z ſometime he 
that do's not invent it, yet reports it, tho 
he know it tobe falſe; and athird fort 
there are, who having not certain know- 
ledg whether it be falſe or no, do yet 


divulge it as an abſolute certainty , or at 
G leaſt 
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WM ſhort of it; what it wants is rather of 
» W invention then malice; for he that will 
» Wl fo adopt anothers lie, ſhewes he would 
WJ willingly have bin its proper Father. Ir 
Wl do's indeed differ no more then the maker 
1 MW of adulterate wares, do's from the vender 
| Wl of chem: and certainly there cannot be a 
J 
) 
' 
] 


more 1gnomin1ous trade, then the be- 
ing Huckſters to ſuch vile Merchandize. 
Neither is the fin leſs then the baſeneſs: 
we find the Lover of a lie ranked in an 
equall form of guilt with the Mater, 
Rev. 21. And ſurely he muſt be preſu- 
med to love 1t, that can deſcend to be the 
broker to it, help it to paſs currant in 
the world. 
; 4. THE third ſort of Detractors look 
WF a little more demurely, and with the 
woman in the Proverbs, Chap. 30. wipe 
ol their mouths, and ſay they have don no 
wickedneſs. They do not certainly know 
the falſity of what they report, and 
WW their 1gnorance mult ſerve them as an 
MW Amuler againſt the guilt both of deceit 
and malice: bur I fear it will do neither. 
For firſt perhaps they are afictedly 1g- 
norant: they. are ſo willing it ſhould 
be true , that they have nor attemred to 


examine it. But Sccondly it do's not 
G 2 ſufhce 
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Secr. V. Of Lying Defamation. 53 
be one ) lies not at their door, (peak it 
without any reſtraint 1n all places, at all 
times, and what the others are fain to 
whiſper, they proclame, like our new En- 
gine, which pretends to convey a whiſper 
many miles off, $o that as in the caſe of 
Stealing, tis groverbially faid , that if 
there were no receivers , there would be 
no thieves; fo in this of Slander, if there 
were fewer ſpreaders, there would be 
fewer forgery of Libels: the manufacture 
would be diſcouraged, if it had not theſe 
retailers to put oft the wares. 

5. Now to apply theſe practices to 
our rule of duty , there will need no ye- 
ry cloſe in{pe&zon to. diſcern the ob- 
liquity. The moſt faperkictal glance will 
evidence theſe ſeveral degrees of Slan- 
derers, to do what they would not be 
willing to. ſuffer. Who among them 
can be content to. be falfely aſperleP Nay 
ſo farare they from that , that let but the 
ſhadow of their own calumny reflect on 
themſelves , let any but truly tell them 
that they have falſely accuſed others, they 
grow raving and impatient, like a dog 
at a looking glaſs fiercely combating 
that image which himſelf creates: and 


how ſmoothly ſoever the original lie ſlides 
from 
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tally knows the force of both. Malice is 
that whirlwind, which has ſhook States 
and Families, no leſs then private Per- 
ſons; a paſſion fo imperuous and preci- 
pitatc , that 1t often equally involves the 
Agent and the Patient : a malicious 
man being of like violence with thoſe 
who flung 1n the three Children, Dan. 3 
conſumed by thoſe flames into which he 
cait others. As for Interef?, tis that 
univerſal Monarch to which all other 
Empires are Tributaries, to which men 
ſacrifice not only their Conſciences and 
Innocence, but ( what is uſually much 
dearer ) their Senſualities and Vices, 
Thoſe whom all the Divine ( either ) 
threats or promiſes, cannot perſwade to 
mortify , nay but reſtrain one Luſt, ar 
Mammons beck will diſclame many , 
and force their inclinations to comply 
with their intereſt, 

8. AND whilſt this fin of Calumny 
has two ſuch potent Abetrors, we are not 
two wonder at its growth : as long as men 
are malicious and 2p, axtych they will 
be traducing; thoſe Cyclops's will be 
perpetually forging Thunderbolts , a- 
gunſt which no innocence or vertue 
can be proof. And alas we daily find 
roo 
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SECT, V. Of Lying Defamation. 57 
miſchievous as thoſe of deeper deſign, 
and have from the {lightneſs of the tem- 
el cation an enhancement of guilt. For 
ſure he that can purtſuch an intereſt of 
his neighbors in balance with a little fit of 
laughter, ſets 1t at a lower price then he 
that hopes to enrich or advance him- 
ſelf by it: and tho it paſs among ſome 
for a ſpecimen of wit, yet it really 
leaves them among Solomons fools who 
make a mock at fin, Prov. x4. In the 
mean time fince flander is a plant that 
can grow 1n all foils, ſince the frolick 
humor as well as the moroſe betraies to 
the guilt, who can hope to eſcape this 
Scourge of the Tongue, as the Wiſeman 
calls it , which communicates' with all. 
Perſons of all ranks do mutually af- 
perſe, and are aſperſed: ſo that he who 
would not have his credulity abuſed , has 
ſcarce a ſecurer way, then ( like that 
Aſtrologer, who made his Almanack 
give a tolerable account' of the weather 
by a dire& inverſion of the common 
prognoſticators, ) to let his belief run 
quite counter to reports. Yea ſo Ept- 
demic 1s this diſcaſe grown , that even 
religion ( at leaſt thoſe parties and fa- 


ions which aſlume that name ) has got 
H A taint 
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run to the ſame exceſs of riot, muſt ex- 
pect to be evil ſpoken of, 1 Pet. 4. 4. 
Nay not only pious men, but piety it 
ſelf partakes of the ſame fate, falls un- 
der the two edg'd ſlander both of deceit 
and folly. And if men cannot be per- 
mitted quietly to enjoy their piety, much 
leſs will they thoſe things whereof the 
world has more guſt, I mean ſecular ad- 
vantages. There are ſtill crimes to be 
diſcovered 1n the poſleſſors of honors or 
Eſtates, and they wonderfully excite 
the zeal of thoſe who would ſupplant 
them. What artifices are there to make 
them appear unworthy of what they 
have, that others more unworthy-may 
ſucceed them ? Nor are theſe ſtorms on- 
ly in the upper region, in the higher 
ranks of men; bur if we paſs thro all 
degrees, we ſhall find tne difference 1s 
rather in the value of thc things, then 
in the means of purſuing them. He 
that pretends to the meaneſt office , do's 
as ſtudiouſly diſparage his competitor , 
as he that is rival'd for a kingdom. Nay 
even he that has but a merry humor to 
oratify, makes no ſcruple to do 1t with 
the loſs of another mans reputation. 
11. Thus do we accomodate every 
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13. LET all thoſe then who thus un- 
appily imploy their inventive faculty, 
imely conſider, how unthriving a trade 
is finally like to prove, that all their 
alſe accuſations of others, will rebound 
ntrue ones upon themſelves. It do's often 
o in this world , where many times the 

oſt Clandeſtine contrivances of this 
ind meet with deteCtion: or it they 
hould happen to keep on the diſguiſe 
ere, yet twill infallibly be torn off at 
he great day of manifeſtation, when be- 
ore God, Angels, and Men, they will 
de render'd infinitly more vile, then twas 
ofſible for them here tq make others. 
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he Material, yet 1t is the diſcovery that 
3s the Formal cauſe of his infamy. 

3. Tris being granted , 1t follows 
that he. that divulges an unknown con- 

led fault, ſtands accountable for all rhe 
onſequences that flow from that di- 
ulging ; but whether accountable as for 
ouilt, muſt be determin'd by the parti- 

lar circumſtances of the cauſe. So that 
here we muſt admit of an exception : for 
ho every diſcovery of anothers fault be 
in the ſtrict natural ſenſe of the word 
a Detraftion, yet it will not alwaies be the 
in of Detra&tion, becauſe in ſome inſtances 
here may ſome higher obligation inter- 
ene, and ſuperſede that we owe to the 
fame of our neighbor; and in thoſe caſes 
ir may not only be lawful, but neceſſary 
o expoſe him. 

4. Now all ſuch caſes 1 conceive may 
ſummarily be reduced to two heads, Ju- 
ſtice and Charity. Firſt as to Juſtice: that 
we know is a fundamental vertue, and 
he that ſhall violate that, to abound in 
another, 1s as abſurd, as he that under- 
mines the foundation to raiſe the walls. 
We are not to ſteal to give almes, and 
God himſelf has declared that he hates 
robbery for a burnt-offering : fo that no 

pretence 
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this liberty: for tho it be one a& of 
Charity to concele another mans faults , 
yet ſometimes it may be inconſiſtent 
with ſome more important Charity, 
which I owe to a third Perſon, or per- 
haps to a multitude; as in thoſe: caſes 
wherein public benefit is concern'd. If 
this were not allowable, no hiſtory 
could lawfully be written, ſince if true, 
it cannot but recount the faults of ma- 
ny: no evidence could be brought in 
againſt a MalefaQtor : and indeed all dif- 
cipline would be ſubyerted , which 
would be ſo great a miſchief, that Cha- 
rity obliges to prevent it , what Defa- 
mation rp fall upon the guilty by 1t. 
For in ſuch inſtances tis a true rule , that 
mercy to the evil proves cruelry to the 
innocent : and as in a competition of mil- 
chiefs, we -are to chuſe the leaſt, fo of 
two goods the greateſt, and the more 
extenſive, 1s the moſt eligible. 

7. Nay even that Charity which 
refle&ts upon my ſelf, may alſo ſome- 
times ſuperſede that ro my Neighbor , 
the rule obliging me to love him as, not 
better then, my ſelf. 1 need not ſure 
ſilently aſſent ro my own unjuſt Deta- 


mation, for fear of ——_ — - 
talls 


wad A 


M1 
pu23322 A£naryy $,0p NAHIIAN *9 
*19q3 
our 01 23Jnput o2 <f3pyuny SUuo1K 01 
ew Aur uvodn $uone311qo ou aanj $21] 
223 *aern32s a2uvew 213 pur *2jqra 
2pRuo2 2q ajne> 212 31 mq : 2aweu poos 
ay ur wi] Surpunom Aq © yo32Wu1 a24ran 
rut doy3o Ata $3jnrye 2} <©PaPrAul $1 
Py SN; JO 24911 Je1ATa3 awoy JO nai 
vn pue *s12yn} 2y udyz 2310Ww SHIYUIL ay 
03 4u0jJa9g $nolanſur your 213 $1 J2ure]d 
4002 213 9Je2 2ety2 ut ua1Jo Arg O21 
n{ &q poz1oyane uay1 © aouanedw) pur 
2&1 Aq pawnye 12yzea A2a2qy er $1 4a) 
Þ $ppxpa1 ya 01 Suryzou pua3 Aay2 
py * Ainſur Jo $21453no pno] IFew 01 
ng *pon9P4 2q 2J1M12y3Io JOUUEI 2Uny 
103 10 2Wrz JO 421119 1J3.491ul 2Jqraiapyuo3 
t wym <xnr3 x Jo Bunynqud ata £Mox 
Je 31Þ Surw e 03 221yn( S2wNaWOZ Of 
'$9103UD $12110 01 221yn 52 ANY *£$ 
Loyo95e ur pagpnl wr ur pur port 
0 130q $Me'J 2ty2 Aq pur *ap2uo) 7 
qm3 2ya awnye | voy2 pur: Anunwwo» 
py e 01 Aru © 12yzoure 02 snonanſur 
q 4ew x © ajnry suew 2Uu0 ZunIuo) Aq 
ey2 © 3n0 je vo2Jo Arw 11 MON 221g 
if 01 2MO DM Aanp ay2 woaz $n 2AJojqEE 
uw Aarg 30 Anaryy Jo 32y231Þ 2U2NRaid 


2n3uoJ, 2y2 Jo 1U2WUnAon ay, to 


Secr, VI. Of Uncharitable Truth. 67 


may not be amiſs to point out ſome of 
the moſt obvious, and leave every man 
ro examine which of them he finds moſt 
operative in himſelt, 

9. In the firſt place I may reckon 
Pride, a humor which as it 1s alwaics 
mounting, ſo it will make uſe of any 
foot-ſtool towards its riſe, A man who 
affects an extraordinary ſplendor of re- 
putation, is glad to find any foils to ſet 
him off; and therefore will let no fault 
nor folly of anothers enjoy the ſhade, 
but brings it into the open light, that 
by that compariſon, his own excellences 
may appear the brighter. I dare appeal 
to the breaſt of any proud man, whether 
he do not upon ſuch occaſtons, make 
ſome Phariſaical refletions upon him- 
ſelf, whether he be not apt to ſay, / am 
not like other men, or as this Publican, 
Luke 18. tho probably he leave out the 
God I thank thee. Now he that cheriſhes 
ſuch reſentments as theſe in himſelf, 
will doubtleſs be willing to propagate 
them to other men, and to that end 
render the blemiſhes of others as vilible 
as he can. Bur this betraies-a degene- 
rous ſpirit , which from a conſciouſneſs 
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Secr, VI. Of Uncharitable Truth. 69 
'er then a mans hand, like that of Elisha, 


1 Kings 18. 44. may in an inſtant, with 


the help of prejudice, grow to the ut- 
ter darkning of his reputation, and fill 
the whole horiſon with tempeſt and 
horror, Sometimes this Envy is gene- 
ral, not confin'd to any mans perſon, 
but diffuſed to the whole nature. Some 
tempers there are ſo malign, that they 
with 1ll to all, and believe ill of all z like 
Timon the Athenian, who proteſt him- 
ſelf a univerſal man-hater. He whoſe 
guilty conſcience reflefts diſmal images 
of himſelf, is willing to put the ſame 
ugly shape upon the whole nature, and 
to conclude that all men are the ſame, 
were they but cloſely inſpe&ted. And 
therefore when he can ſee but the leaſt 
glimering of a fault in any , he takes it 
as a proof by his Hypotheſis, and with 
an eny1ous joy calls in as many ſpecta- 
tors as he can. Tis certain there are 
ſome in whoſe ears nothing ſounds ſo 
harsh as the commendation of another , 
as on the contrary nothing is ſo melodi- 
ous as a Defamation. Plutarch give an 
apt inſtance of this upon _Ari/tides's bar 
nishment, whom when a mean Perſon 
had propos'd to aftraciſm, being on 
what 
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Credit. Of thoſe ſome will pick up all 
the little ſtories they can get, to humor 
a Patron : an artifice well known b 

thoſe trencher gueſts, who, like Rats, 
ſtill haunt the beſt Proviſions, Theſe 
men do almoſt come up to a literal 
ſenſe of what the P/2miſt ſpoke in a 
figurative, Plal. 14. and eat up People 
for bread, tare and worry men in their 
good names , that themſelves may eat. 
It was a Curſe denounced againſt Es 
offſpring, that they should come and 
crouch for a morſel of bread 1, Sam. 2. 
39. But ſuch men court this as a pre- 
ferment, and to bring themſelves with- 
in the reach of it, ſtick not to aſſume 
that vileſt office of common Delators. 
There are others who when they have 
got the knowledg of another mans fault, 
think it an endearing thing to whiſper 
it in the ear of ſome friend or conhi- 
dent, -But ſure if they muſt needs fa- 
crifice ſome ſecret to their friendſhip, 
they should take Davids rule, and not 
offer that which coſt them nothing. It 
they will expreſs their confidence , ler 
them acquaint them with their own pri- 
vate crimes. That indeed would show 
ſomthing of truſt : but thoſe experiments 
upon 
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people not of depth enough to ſupply 
themſelves out of their own ſtore, and 
therefore can let no forreign acceſſion 
paſs by them , no more then a Mill which 
is always going» can afford any waters 
to run waſt. I know we uſc to call this 
Talkativeneſs a Feminine vice $ but to 
ſpeak impartially, I think, tho we have 
given them the 1incloſure of the Scandal, 
they have not of the fault, and he that 
$hall appropriate Loquacity to W omen, 
may perhaps ſomtimes need to light 
Dogenes's Candle to ſeek a man : for 
tis poſſible to go into Maſculine com- 
pany , where twill be as hard to edg 
in a word , as at a Female Goſliping. 
However as to this particular of Defa- 
ming , both the Sexes ſeem to be at a 
vye: and I think he were a yery Cri- 
= Juds; that could determine between 
em, 

13. Now leaſt theſe later ſort of 
Detamers ſhould be apt to abſolve 
themſelves, as men of harmleſs inten- 
tions, I ſhall deſire them to conſider, 
that they are only more impertinent , 
not leſs injurious. For tho 1t be grant- 
ed, that the proud and envious are to 
make a aiſtin& account for their Pride 
K - and 


qdoad 
Aqenjn Dae © 825FJe1 auegooIul yon pagput 
puy *AeM $21 Ur $91] 19A22et] mM Ape 
-jpur Ara $ae2q 2VWang Jurmon e If 
y99ady 2JOoym : yJF2 Jo 240] 103 Apand 
1nq VONe Wea J40u *SM2fg Jo 240] 2 
10] Jatarau © ajanoonp Aiozewrgagq ajn 
oo 21e 212y3 S120 *1UaWurenaJua 
grnjuauwuo02 re 31 July ved Jem © [aA 
-2] 40] Aa e Jo sjnog aary ynu uour 
anj pue : aJqeuizewt SaMuea yop[ny5 
you 2123 Jo 2uo $1 $1JJ, *watj 240Jaq 
Je2 212 113 pue *£z g1 *wre *'7 79s 
#7) pIp 2»21414z7 | way 24155 pnoys 
lue yea] ae23 203 © yxra3q Jo no $24JaF 
*Way3 unJ S2WNIWIO) [11M Aru £2 FuUly3 
layz Zur Aur daay «© s2qmnow nat 
mn jro71 Surnols re pjoy nH $2 ve3 OYM 
(unz-2240 AjaBuriy 21e $2n3uo3 gaJdoad 
20J IAA YM YIIF UP ; SMIN BunﬀPI 2q 
lew 4oy2 3ry3 &juo © $10zech peas 4aya 
ﬆ sSumw3 $10qU312u 212y2 yS1qnd oy 
2Joy3 222 yong *8124111u00 19daap ay3 
* 5pe17, 212 22 Snonpnye $2 222 20k © 
m anjand Aaya ya u3yp a2riaqrpp 
ou Arey OyM © $122mrJacq Jo 1103 SUTIN 
aow 3ak x Surewal [Py AUAH I TL 
'SPUPUTY 
Ty jo uojnd Gurrzpyuoo Auer 2oura 
*u09 Ajpaey ja 409 Sue 12yzOue Vodn 


_ *anSu0x, 2330 aWUITRAOH IU L 7 


= R=c 


ho I” 2 TT 5 55. = 


Secr. VI. Of Uncharitable Truth. 75 
plicitly and generally forbid all ſuch diſ- 


coveries. 

15. For firſt if the fault divulged 
be of a light nature, the offender cannot 
thereby merit ſo much as to be made 
a public diſcourſe. Fame is a tender 
thing, and ſeldom is toſt and bandied 
without receiving ſome bruiſe, it not 
a crack : for reports we know like ſnow 
balls gather ſtill the farther they roule , 
and when I have once handed it to 
another , how know I how he may 
improve it; and if he deliver it fo ad- 
vanced to athird, he may give his con- 
tribution alſo to it, and fo in a ſuccel- 
ſive tranſmitting, it may grow to ſuch a 
monſtrous bulk, as bears no proportion 
to its Original. He muſt be a great 
ſtranger to the world, that has not ex- 
perimentally found the truth of this. 
How many perſons have lain under 
ow and heavy ſcandals , which have ta- 

en their firſt riſe only from ſothe 1n- 
advertence , or indiſcretion? Of ſo quick 
a growth is Slander, that the leaft grain, 
like that of muſtard ſeed, mentioned 
Mat. 13. 32. immediatly ſhoots up into 
a tree, And when it ts {o, it can no 


more be reduced back into its firſt cauſe, 
then 
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diſcovery ſerves but to enrage, not re- 
came the offender, and precipitate him 
into farther degrees of ill. Modeſty and 
fear of chame, is one of thoſe natural 
reſtraints , which the wiſdom of God has 
ut upon mankind, and he that once 
ſtumbles, may yet by the check of that 
bridle recover again : but when by a 
ublic detetion he 1s fallen under that 
infamy he fear'd, he will then be apr to 
diſcard all caution, and to think he ow's 
himſelf the utmoſt pleſures of his vice, 
as the price of his reputation. Nay 
» perhaps he advances farther, and ſets 
e Mup for a reverſt ſort of Fame, by being 
( 


eminently wicked : and he who before 
was but a Clandeſtine difciple , becomes 
a Doctor of impiety. And ſure 1t were 
better to let a conceled crime remain 1n 
Its wisht obſcurity , then by thus rauz- 
ing it from its covert, bring it to ſtand 
at bay , and ſet it ſelf in this open defi- 
ance; eſpecially in this degenerous age, 
when vice has ſo many well willers, 
that like a hoping party , they eagerly 
run 1n to any that will head them. 

I7. AND this brings in a third con- 
fideration relating to the public, to which 
tie diyulging of priyate ( eſpecially it 
they 
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&:cr. VI. of Uncharitable Truth. 79 
from a practice which ſo perfettly con- 
rradits the grand rule both of Juſtice 
and Charity, The doing as we would be 
lon to. That this do's ſo, every man 
has a ready conviction within him, if 
he pleaſe but to conſult his own hearr. 
Alas with what ſolicitude do we ſeek to 
hide our own guilts , what falſe dreſſes, 
what varniſhes have we for them ? There 
are not more arts of diſguiſing our Cor- 
ral blemiſhes, then our y Avey and 
yet whilſt we thus paint and parget our 
own deformities , we cannot allow any 
the leaſt imperfeCtion of anothers to re- 
main undetected , but tear off the veil 
from their bluſhing frailties, and not on- 
ly expoſe , but proclame them. And can 
there be a groſfer., a more deteſtable 
partiality then this? God may ſure in 
this inſtance (as in many others). ex 
ſtulate with us as he did with Iſrael,Ezech. 
33- Are not your Waies uneque!? What 
Barbariſm , what inhumanity 1s it, thus 
to treat thoſe of the fame common na- 
ture with our ſelves, whom we cannot 
but know have the ſame. concern to 
preſerve a Reputation , and tha ſame 
regret to looks: it , which we have? And 
what a ſhame is it, that that Evangelical 
Precepr 
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Sect. VI. Of Uncharitable Truth. $1 


which again begets a rejoinder, and fo 
the quarrel is carried on with mutual 
recriminations: all malicious inquiries 
are made into each others manners, and 
thoſe things which perhaps they did in 
cloſets, come to be proclamed upon the 
houſe top : ſo the wild fire runs round, 
nll ſometimes nothing but blood will 
quench it; or if it arrive not to that, 
yet it u_ fixes 1n an ureconcileable 
teud. To this is often owing; thoſe di- 
{tances we ſee among friends and re- 
lations ; this breedsſuch ſtrangeneſs, ſuch 
animoſities amongſt neighbors, that you 
cannot go to one, bur you ſhall be en- 
tertain'd with invettives againſt the o- 
ther; nay perhaps you ſhall loſe both, 
becauſe you are willing to ſide with net- 
ther. | 

20. THESE are the uſual conſequen- 
ces of the liberty of the Tongue: and 
what account can any man give to.him- 
ſelf, either in Chriſtianity or prudence , 
that has let in ſuch a train of miſchiefs , 
meerly to gratify an impotent childish 
humor of telling a tale? Peace was the 
oreat Legacy Chriſt lefr to his followers, 
and ought to be guarded, tho we expoſe 
tor it our greateſt temporal I 

ut 
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fall not under a much better character, 
either for wiſdom, or good nature, who 
thus ſnatch up all the liccle fluttering re» 
ports they can meet with to the preju« 
dice of their ng 

-22. Bur beſides this divulging the 
faults of others, there is another branch 
of Detration naturally ſpringing from 
this root, and that is cenſuring and ſe- 
vere judging of them, We think not 
we have well plaid the Hiſtorians , when 
we have told the thing, unleſs we add 
alſo our remarks, and animadyerſions 
on it. And altho 'tis, God knows, bad 
enough to make a naked relation , and 
truſt it to theſeverity of the hearers , yet 
few can content themſelves with that , 
but muſt give thema ſample of rigor, 
and by the bitterneſs of their own cen- 
ſure invite them to paſs the like: a 
proceſs contrary to all rules of Law or 
equity , for the plaintiff to aſſume 
the part of a Judg, And we may ealily 
divine the fate of that mans fame, that 


Pat Sg). 
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| 5 fo unduly tried. 
23. 'T1s indeed fad to ſee how ma- 
ny private tribunals are every where ſet 
up, where we ſcan and judg our neigh. 


bor's ations z but ſcarce ever acquit __ 
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one ( at leaſt ) of the Litigants had de- 
fired his Interpoſition , what a boldneſs 
ure Wis it in us to aſſume it, where no ſuch 
6 WO appeal 1s made to us, but on the con- 
Ty EN crary the Party diſowns our Autority ? 
ut EF Nay (which is infinitly more) tis fuper- 
0- WF ſeded by our great Law-giver, in that 
t W expreſs prohibition, Mat. 7. 1.* Jude 
in WW nt, and that back'd with a ſevere pe- 
id I nalty, 7hat ye be not judged? As God 
rs © hath appropriated vengeance to himſelf, 
&s WW fo has he Judicature alſo, and tis an in- 
ul WJ vaſion of his peculiar, for any (but his 
'. & Delegates the lawful Magiſtrates) to 
s WW pretend to cither. And indeed in all pri- 
- WF vate Judgments, ſo much depends upon 
, the intention of the Offender, that un- 
n i leſs we could poſſeſs our ſelves of Gods 
+ & Omniſcience, rwill be as irrational as 
- © imptous to aſſume his Autority. Until 
WU we know mens hearts , we are at the 
belt but imperfe& Judges of their a&1- 

ons: At our rate of judging St. Paul 

F had ſurely paſs'd for a moſt malicious 
© Perſecutor , whereas God ſaw he did #- 
gnorantly in unb:lief, and upon that in- 
tuition had . mercy on him, 1. Tim. 1. 
13. Tis therefore good counſel which 
the Apoſtle gives, 1. Cor. 4. 5. Judg 
| nothing 
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5 not ny very unjuſt both tro God 
znd man , but it 1s an aCt of the great- 
pride. When we ſet our ſelyes in 
Tribunal , we alwaies look down 
zith contemt on thoſe at the bar. And 
ertainly there 1s nothing do's ſo grati- 
fy , ſo regale a haughty humor, as this 
piece of uſurpt Soverainty over our bre- 
thren : but: the more it do's ſo, the 
ter neceſſity there is to abſtain from 
it, Pride is a hardy kind of vice , that 
will ive upon the bareſt paſture : you 
cannot ſtarye 1t with the moſt induſtrious 
mortifications : how little need is there 
then of pampering and heightning ic? 
which we cannot more effectually do, 
then by this cenſorious humor : for 

that we are fo perpetually emplor'd a- 
broad, that we have no leiſure to look 
homeward , and fee our own defects. We 
are like the inhabitants of 4, Jol. 8. ſo ca- 
per upon our purſuit of others, that we 
cave our ſelves expol'd to the ambuſhes 
of Satan, who will be ſure ſtill ro in- 
courage us in our chaſe, draw us ſtil! 
farther and farther from our ſelves, and 
cares not how zealous we are in fight- 
ing againſt the crimes of others, ſo he 
an but keep that zeal from recoiling 
upon our own. 26 Laſt- 
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moderate bur .inhance ir. Men are apt 
to think it ſome diſparagement to their 
acutenels and invention, if they can- 
not ſay ſomething as sharp upon the 
ſubject, as hath bin ſaid before; and ſo 
tis the buſineſs of many to lay on more 
load, but of few to take off: and there- 
fore he that paſſes the firſt condemna- 
tory ſentence , is like the incendiary 
in a Popular tumult, who 1s chargeable 
with all thoſe diforders to which he gave 
the firſt riſe, tho that free not his A- 
bettors from their ſhare of the guilt. 
27. AND as this 1s very uncharitable 
in reſpect of the injury offer'd, fo alſo 
is 1t in reflection on the grand rule of 
Charity, Can we pretend to love our 
neighbors as our ſelves , and yet $shall our 
love to him have the quite contrary 
efiets to that we bear our ſelves? Can 
{elt-love leſſen our beam into a mote, 
and yet can our love to him magnity 
I!s mote 1nto a beam ? No certainly, truc 
Charity is more ſincere, do's not turn 
e £0 us the reyerſe end of the perſpective, 
;, IM fo repreſent our own faults at a diſtance, 
e and in the moſt diminutive ſize, and 
- & yct shuffle the other to us when we are 
of to view his. No, theſe are Tricks of 
( M Leger- 
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do's it: and to ſuch the ſentence of the 
th Apoſtle is very applicable, Rom. 2. x, 
Wy 7 herefore thow art mexcuſable O man 
and (= boſoever thou art that judgeſt , for where- 
in Yin thou judgeſt another thou condemne#t 
mW /by /eif for thou that judgeſt doſt the 
er. Mi /ame thing. But admit a man have not 
the very ſame guilts h2 cenſures in a- 
nother , yet 'tis ſure every man has ſome, 
and of what fort ſoever they be, he de- 
fires not they should be rigorouſly ſcan'd, 
and therefore by the rule of Charity , 
yea and juſtice too, ought not ro do 
that which he would nor ſuffer. If he 
can find extenuations for his own crimes, 
he is in all reaſon to preſume others 
may have ſo for theirs: the common 
tralty of our nature, as it is apt alike 
to betray us. to. faults, ſo it gives as c- 
qual share jn the excuſe; and therefore 
what I would have paſs for the ctictt of 
impotency or inadyertence in my felt, 
Ican with no tolerable ingenuity give 
a worſe name to in him. 
28. W xt have now view'd both theſe 
& branches of Detrattion, ſeen both the 
| fin and miſchieſs of them , we may now 
join them together in a concluding ob- 
lervation, which is, that they are as im- 
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their greateſt concerns, and have let 
looſe the hands as well as Tongues 
of others againſt them, meerly becauſe 
they would put no reſtraint upon their 
own: which is ſo great indiſcretion, that 
ro th:m we may well apply that of So- 
lomon, CA fools mouth 1s his deſtruttion, 
and his lips are the ſnare of his ſoul. 


29, AND now who can ſuthciently 


2 S2&g 288) 


no i wonder, that a practice that ſo thwarts 
n; W our intereſt of both worlds, ſhould come 
WW univerſally to prevail among us? Yet 


— 
P 


that it do's ſo, I may appeal to the 
conſciences of moſt, and to the obſer- 
vation of all, What ſo common To- 
pic of diſcourſe is there, as thisgof back- 
biting our neighbors ? Come into com- 
pany of all Ages, all Ranks, all Pro- 
feſſions, this is the conſtant entertain- 
ment: And I doubt he that at night 
ſhall duely recolle& the occurrences of 
the day, ſhall very rarely be able to ſay, he 
has ſpent it without hearing or ſpeaking 
( perhaps both ) ſomewhat of this kind. 
| I Nay even thoſe who reſtrain themſelves 
I other liberties, arc often apt to indulge 

to this? many who are ſo juſt to their 

neighbors property , that as Abraham 

once faid, Gen. 14. 23. thy would not 
take 
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at againſt their principles, and that up- 
on no other Autority, but that of popular 
uſage? I know men are apt to excuſe 
themſelves upon their indignation againſt 
vice, and think that their zeal muſt as 
well acquit them for this violation of 
the Second Table, as it once did Moſes 
for the breaking both Ex. 32. 19. But to 
ſuch I may anſwer in Chriſts words, 
Luk. 9. 55. Te know not what manner 
of ſpirit you are off. Meeknels and 
n WW Charity are the Evangelical graces , 
t W which will moſt recommend and aſfli- 
0 

, 

; 


milate us to him , who was meek and 
lowly in heart. Bur afrer all this pre- 
text of Zeal, I fear it 1s but a cheat we 
- © put on our ſelves, the Elder brothers rai- 
' WW ment only to diſguiſe the Supplanter. 
8 Gen. 27. Let men truly ranfack their 
BW own breaſts, and I doubt the beſt will 
find there is ſomething of vanity which 
lies at the bottom, if it be not the po- 
fitive ſort mention'd before, of deſigning 
to illuſtrate my ſelf by others blemithes, 
yet at leaſt the negative, that I am un- 
willing to incur the contemt incident to 
thoſe, who ſcruple at ſmall fins. Belides 
I obſerve perhaps, that tis the common 


entertainment of the world, to Detame 
their 
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that reproch ; methinks this. should © be 
10 News to thoſe who know the con- 
dition of Chriſtianity 1s to take up the 
Croſs: and ſure 1t cannot weigh lighter 
then in this inſtance, What am TI the 
worſe if a vain Talkative Perſon think 
me too reſery'd ? Or if he, whoſe frolic 
levity 1s his diſeaſe, call me duil, becauſe 
[ vapor not out all. my ſpirus into froth? 
crates when inform'd of ſome deroga- 
ting Speeches one had uſed of him be- 
hind his back , made only this facerious 
reply , Let him beat me too when I am 
abſent. And-he that: gets not ſuch an 
indifference -to.: all - the [idle 'cenſures 
of men, will be- diſturd'd in all his civil 
tranſaftions ,. as'well as his Chriſtian: 
it being ſcarce poſſible to do: any thing, 
but there will be:-deſcants made on 1t. 
And if a man will regard'thoſe winds, 
he mult, as Solomon faies, never ſow. 
Eccl. 11. 4. He muſt ſuſpend even the 
neceſſary a&ions of common. life, if he 
will not venture them to the being miſ+ 
judged by others. 

32. BUT there is a yet farther con- 
lideration in this matter: for he thar 
upon ſuch a deſpicable motive will vio- 
late his duty in one particular, lets Sa- 
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tiveneſs and curioſity of the hearer, may 
ſometimes render ſuch difcours grateful 
enough to him, yet 1t leaves in; him no 
ood impreſſions of the ſpeaker. This 
1s well obſerv'd by the ſon of Syrach, 
Ecclus. 19. 8, 9. Whether it be to friend 
or foe, talk not of other mens lrves; and 
if thou canſt without offence revele them 
nt, for he heard and obſeryd thee , and 
when time cometh he will hate thee. In 
2 word all conſidering Perſons will be e- 
yer upon thetr —_— in ſuch company, 
3 foreſeeing that they will talk no leſs 
freely of them, then they do of others be- 
fore them. Nor can the commonnels of 
the guilt obviate the cenſure, there be- 
ing nothing more frequent then for 
men to accuſe their own faults in other 
Perſons. Vice 1s like a dark Lanthorn, 
which turns it bright ſide only to him 
that bears it, but looks black and dil- 
mal in anothers hand: and in this par- 
ticular none has ſo much reaſon to fear 
2 Defamer, as thoſe who are themſelves 
ſuch: for ( beſides the common pruden- 
tial motive') their own conſciouſneſs 
gives them an inward alarm, and makes 
them look for a retribution in the ſame 
kind. Thus upon the whole matter we 


N 2 {ec 


PURA) 
yjmbur 2y2 oy2 204 *21doad Zunpaw 
mew3exd uvodn 12yjezeyt q51 ue $3nd 
yorewTyo vounory 'IPy 42410 1ey2 uo 
a] pa9pur s,0P yo0adaa zo a9Surp 92r913 
21. 20J 4223 'Jo aJne> 1Jr24 240w e 2jng 
4p 03 pazary' © A2rqJe3 222w re $1 14Þoad 
21 Jo ara3 Sp {qe a23Je 14 x *£E 

E167 703 1212 
7 J]}J 1 praadj Appnb qra4, <a22uryur 
200 $113 ut 02 P2agJnpul 2q 21 $1 © 40uao09 
yro] 22 PIMO11e 2q I JT JO ':; SLIFIY SURUT 
j'14no papa2m. 2q pou Pry 240Ja49y3 
»Te 2y7oad of *$1nop 21912 Jo 3no Ugur 
2 qa] 03 { vat 21qnoa3 a2yLep- Ou Yael 
JI 1a2q 2y2 $143 ut 3nq *Azynpur pur yo 
1 WY p14 p,yinea3! 2q yaw $u0nNdng400 2243 
© 0) 4yÞ01dai Suaw jx Jo praap S123 Uatyz 
\ © uy. Jo quoM 911293 240Ww e JOU SI QJatg 
” m3 22 yeady 01 puy *S$2mara 12430 J5Þ 
” © youre pue <*22urzadway, $14 © Ayapoly 
V7 Azarg 1 ore Aewr Dy 4 120qy3BIOU $1] 
Yo kreqy $1 sparapp 2y xrya 2403Þ49y3 
0 punoa3 awry 213 vod q way ar 21dnagg 
1] 044 2joy 01 yÞ0adaa $jÞ] ou . VaJraAtyn 
'Y pue © 003 05 axe Aanxn'] Jo $2207 1]? pur 
g {nuwJqO pur * $jauour3org : YOIJrF ur 
"Fu {uo 213 20u $1 uonpraaq (S230 
JE -11 op 03 Auosp 213o'T poo ou yam 
TJ pur* wny 3o 2u7od urew £1293 ur 


SS 


© nJuo], 22 30 WaWuaonhayy, 86 


w—  __—_——_ NN LL A CEREc_ziEL.cLCDC.z.@..CMC.A_ ©. 


mag on IOoIAOS Years re RS. 44 26. A WAA AA AT Serge 


_ 


Sect. VI. Of Uncharitable Truth. 101 


roffito inſinuate eaſy thoughts of the ſin, 
ha Men are. apt to think themſelves ſafe 
ok while they tollow one of noted piety; 
ok Rand the autority of his Perſon often 
e leads them blindfold into his failings. 
n- Thus when Peter dillembled, St Paul 
tells us rhat the other Fews, and even Bar- 
nabas alſo was carried away with his diſ- 
mulation. Galat. 2. 13. And I doubt 
not inthis particular many are incoura- 
ged by the liberty rhey ſce even good 
men take. So thar ſuch have a more aC- 
cumulative guilt , for- they do not only 
commir, but patronize the fault: the 
conlideration whereof has kept me, I 
- © confeſs, longer upon this head then 1s 
- & proportionable to the brevity of the reſt; 
- © but I think not longer then agrees to 
- © {he importance of the ſubject. 
r 35. AND now ſince we have conſi- 
f © der'd the malignity of this fin of Detra- 
; © ion, and yer withall find thar tis a fin, 
which, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, doth ſo eaſe- 
if / veſet us, tis but a natural Corolary 
\ © cat we inforce our vigilance againſt ir. 
And where the importance and difficul- 
ty are both ſo great, twill be a httle ne- 
cellary to lee what are the likelieſt 
means, the moſt appropriate Antidote 
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pulſes he acts. Yet as the Rabbies were 
wont to ſay, that in every Signal Judg- 
ment which befel the Jews, there was 
ſome grain of the Golden-calf: ſoI think 
[ may venture to ſay, that in all Detra- 
ion, there 1s ſome mixture of Pride: 
and therefore I ſuppoſe, a Caution a- 
gainſt that , will be ſo generally feaſona- 
ble, that it may well lead the Van of 
all other advices in this matter. . And 
here tis very obſervable, that God who 
has made of one blood all Nations of the 
earth. At. 17. has ſo equally diſtribu- 
ted all the moſt valuable priviledges of 
Human nature, as if he delign'd to pre. 
clude all inſulting of one man over an- 
other. Neither: has he only thus inſinuat- 
ed it by his Providence, but has in- 
torc'd it by his commands. In the Levi- 
ucal Law we find what a particular care 
he takes to moderate the vigor of Ju- 
dicial correction , upon this very aC- 
count , leſt thy Brother be deſpiſed in 
thine eies, Deut, 25, 3. So unreaſona- 
ble did he think it , that the crime or 
miſery of one , ſhould be the exultation of 
another. And St. Paul brands it as a great 
gult of the Cormrhians , that they up- 


on the occaſion of the inceſtuous Perſon 
were 
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yet the lading may be prelerv'd ; bur 


Pride like a Gult (wallows us up : our 
yery vertues when ſo levenced , becom- 
mg weights and plummets to ſink us to 
the deeper ruime. The counſel therefore 
of the Apoſtle, 1s very pertinent to this 
matter. Rom. 11. 20. Be not high mind- 
ed, but fear. 

38. BuT God knows we can inſult 
over others when we are not only un- 
der a poſſibility , but are aQtually involy'd 
in the ſame guilt: and then what are all 
our accuſations and bitter cenſures of 
others, but indictments and condemna- 
tory ſentences againſt our ſelves? And 
we may juſtly expe&t God ſhould take 
us at our word, and reply upon us 
as the Prophet did upon David, T hou 
art the man. For tho our ofhicious ye- 
hemence againſt anothers crime, may 
blind the exes of men, yet God is not 
ſo mocked : as therefore when a thict 
or murderer 1s detected , 1t gives an a- 
larm to the whole conftederacy f ſo when 
we find our own guilts purſued in other 
mens Perſons, '"tis not a time for us to 
Join in th2 proſecution , but rather by 
humble and penitent reflections on our 
ſelves ro provide for our own ſafety, 

C) V hen 
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chat ſin is the frequent conteraplation 
of the laſt and great judgment. Thus is in- 
deed a Catholicon againſt all : but we find 
it particularly appli'd by St. Pau! to this, 
of judging and deſpiſing our Brethren. 
7 dts as juag thy brother? or why doſt 
thou ſet at nought thy brother ? IWe shall all 
ſtand before the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt. 
Rom. 14. 10. That is the great day of Re- 
ydation and Retribution, and we are 
not to anticipate that by our private in- 
queſts or ſentences: we have buſineſs e- 
nongh to provide our own accounts as 
painſt that day. And as it were a ipight- 
tul folly for Malefa&ors that were go- 
ing together to the bar, to ſpend 
their time 1n exaggerating each others 
crimes ; ſo ſurely it 1s for us, who are all 
going toward that dreadful tribunal, to 
be drawing up Charges againſt one an- 
other. And who knows but we may then 
meet with the fate of Dantels acculers, 
ſe him we cenſur'd acquit, and our ſelves 
doomed. The penitence of the crimi- 
nal may have numbred him among the 
Saints, when our unretratted unchari- 
tableneſs may ſend us ro unquenchable 
Flames. I conclude this conſideration 
with the words of St. Fames, T here 1s one 
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mong us. We know the receiving a- 
y thing into our Charge, inſenſibly be- 
ets a love and tenderneſs to it ( a nurſe 
pon this account comes often to vie 
undneſs with the mother: ) and would 
e but take one another thus into our 
are, and by friendly vigilance thus 
yatch over each other ſouls, *cis ſcarce 
maginable what an indearment it would 
reate: ſuch certainly as would intalli- 
bly ſupplant all our unkind reportings, 
and ſevere defcants upon our brethren ; 
Iince thoſe can never take place, but when 
here is atleaſt an indifference, it not an 
nmity. 

41. THE next cure I ſhall propoſe 
tor Detraction, 1s to ſubſtrat its nu- 
ihment, by ſuppreſiing all Curiolity 
and inquiſitivenels concerning others. 
Were all Supplies thus cut oft, it would 
at laſt be ſubdued. The King of Erhi- 
opna-1n a vie of Wit with the King of 
Eoypt , propos'd it as a Problem to 
im, to drink up the Sea, to which 
he repl'd, by requiring him firſt to ſtop 
the acceſs of Rivers to it: and he that 
would drain this other Occan , muſt 
take the fame courſe, dam up the ave- 
nues of thote Springs which f-cd 1. He 
tilat 
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, I ſay, check it with this ſhort que- 
on, Would I my ſelf be thus uPd? This 
vice from within, will be like that from 
eaven to St. Paul, which ſtopt him in 
ic height of his carrier, AQ; 9. 4. And 
1s VOICE, every man may hear, that will 
not ſtop his ears, or gag his conſcience, 
being but the Eccho of that native Ju- 
ice and equity- which 1s implanted in 
Wur hearts: and when we have our re- 
edy ſo near us, and will not uſe it, 
od may well expoſtulate with us, as 
S: did with the Jews, hy will ye die, O 
houſe of Tſrael ? Ezr. 33. 11. 
if THESE are ſome of thoſe many re- 
eits which may be preſcrib'd againſt this 
preading diſeaſe. But indeed there is 
ot ſo much need to multiply remedies, 
s to perſwade men to apply them. We 
tre in love with our Malady, and as loth 
0 be cured of the Luxury of the Tongue, 
s St. Anguſtine was of his other Senſu- 
ity, againſt which he praied with a Ca- 
eat, that he might not be too foon 
eard. Bur tis 111 dallying , where qur 
douls are concern'd : for alas tis they that 
ire wounded by thoſe darts, which we 
row at others. We take our aim per- 
laps at our Neighbors , but indeed hit 
our 
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Sect. VII. Of Scoffing and Derifion. 113 
hell poltle will tell us, He 5ha#{ have jude- 
an ment without mercy, that hath shewed 
of 10 mercy, Jam. 2. 13: 


Ss c 2, VIL. 
Of Scofing and Deriſion: 


I, HERE is alfo another fault 

of the Tongue injurious to our 
neighbor , and that is Deriſion and 
Mockery ; the ſtriving to render others 
as ridiculous and contemitible as we can: 
This in reſpe& of the ſubje& matter dif- 
ters from the otlier of DetraCtion , as 
much as folly or deformity do's from 
vice: yet ſince injuries as well as bene- 
fits are to be meſured by common eſti- 
mation, this may come in balance with 
the other, There is ſuch a general aver- 
fation 1in human nature ro contemt z 
that there is ſcarce any thing more ex- 
aſperating. I will not deny but the exceſs 
of that averſation may belevel'd againſt 
Pride, yet ſure fcorn and diſdain never 
ſprung from humility ; and theref ore at! 
very 
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Sect, VII. Of Scoffing and Derifion. 115 


will ſcarce be eradicated: nay ſometimes 
it happens to ſurvive both ſpeaker and 
hearer, and conveys it ſelf to poſterity ; . 
it being not unuſual for the ſarcalms of | 
Wir to be tranſmitted in ſtory. And 
as 1t thus gives an edg, fo allo do's it 
t add wings to a reproch, makes it fly a- 
broad in an inſtant. Many a poor mans 
infirmities had bin confined to the no- 
tice of a few relations or neighbors, had 
not ſome remarkable ſtrein of drollery 
(catter'd and diſperſed them, 7 he jeſt re- 
commends the Defamation , and is com- 
monly ſo incorporate with it, that they 
cannot be related apart. And even 
thoſe who like it not in one reſpet, 
yet are many time ſo tranſported with 
tin the other, that they chuſe rather to 
propagate the contumely, then ftifle the 
conceit, Indeed Wit is ſo much the 
Diana of this age, that he who goes a- 
bout to ſet any bounds to it muſt expeX 
an wproar, As 19. 28. or at leaſt to 
be judged to have impoſed an envious 
intubition on it, becauſe himſelf has noc 
ſtock cnough to maintain the trade. B.t 
how ever ſharp or unexpected the cen» 
| | furemay ſeem to be, yer tis neceſfary that 
| Plain downnght —_ ſhould ay 
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Sect, VII. Of Scoffing and Derifion. 117 
perſwaſible, contrary to that Brutiſh ſtub- 
bornneſs of the Horſe and Mule, which 
the Pſalmiſt reproches, Pſal. 32. 9. Be- 
fides it accommodates us 1n all the con- 
cerns of Humane life, forms it ſelf into 
all thoſe uſeful contrivances , which may 
make our being here more comfortable: 
eſpecially it renders a man company to 
himſelf, and in the greateſt dearth of 
Society , entertains him with his own 
thoughts. - Laſtly, as to our neighbors 
it renders us uſeful and aſſiſtant. 

thoſe diſcoveries and experiments, thoſe 
Arts and Sciences, which are now the 
common treſure of the world , took 
their firſt riſe from the ingenuity of par- 
ticular Perſons: and in all Perſonal 
exigencies wherein any' of us are at any 
time inyolved, we need not be told the 
uſefulneſs of a wiſe adviſer. Now all 
theſe are emploiments commenſurable to 
the faculty from whence they flow, and 
that anſwer its excellence mag Kao Si and 
he that ſo beſtows his talent, gives a good 
account of his truſt. But I would fain 
know under which of theſe Heads Deri- 
ſion of our Neighbors comes in : cer- 
tainly not under that of being aſſiſtant 
jo him, It would be a ſorry relicf ta a 
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them from thoſe miſchiets , - ro which 
their weakne(s may expole them , re» 
membring ſtill , that God might have 
changed the Scene, and made themſelves 
what they fee others, It ts part of Fobs 
juſtification of his, integrity, that he was 
ties to the Blind, and feet to the Lome; 
Job. 29. 15, (#. &.) he accomodated his 
aſliftances to all the wants and exjgencies 
of others : and ſurc tis no leſs the part 
of a good man to do it in the Mental 
then 1n the Corporeal detedts. | 

4, Bur alas many of us would ra+ 
ther put a ſtumbling block in the way 
of the Blind, pull away the Crutch from 
the Lame, that we may ſport our ſelves 
to ſee them cumble ; ſuch a, ſenſualey 
ve have in obſerving and improving abe 
imperfections of others, that it 15 become 
the grand excellence of the Age to be 
Dexterous at it» and Wit ſerves fome 
men for little elſe. We are got indeed 
nto a merry world, LAGS is our 
main buſineGs ; as if becauſe it has bin 


mace part of the Definition of a man, 
that be is Riſible, his man-bood confift. 
&d in nothing elſe. Bur alas if that be 
al the uſe men have of their underitand- 
ings, they were given them to _—— 

pole 
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his Anceſtors trunk hoſe. Nay indeed 
vice it ſelf is ſcarce ſecure 1f it have not 
the grand accompliſhment of impudence: 
a pure bluſhing ſinner is to be laugh 
out of his Modeſty, tho not out of his 
fin; and to be proof againſt their ſcorns, 
he muſt firſt be ſo againſt all the regrets 
of his own mind. 

6. AND if meer Ethmic virtue, or 
ſhamefaced vice have this treatment , 
Chriſtian piety muſt expe& worle : and fo 
indeed it finds, its profeſſors being be- 
yond all others expoſed to their ſcorn 
and contemt, Nor 1s it ſtrange it ſhould 
be ſo, ſuch men being made, as it "is 
Wild. 2. 14. fo reprove their wates , 
they think in their own defence they 
are to deride theirs. This 1s it indeed 
which gives a ſecret ſting and venem to 
their reproches : other men they abuſe 
25 an exerciſe of their Wit, but theſe in 
defence of their party. So Fulian after 
tis Apoſtacy, thought ita more effeCctual 
way to perſecute the Chriſtians by taunts 
and ironies, then by racks and tortures, 
as thinking it more poſlible to ſhame, 
then fright them out of their religion. 
And the ſtratagem ſeems to have bin , 
reaſſumed by many in this age, and I 

LF: fear 
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Soldiers, nay by caſuall paſlengers , 
Mat. 27. 39. Andshall the ſervant think 
himſelf greater then his Lord? Shall a 
Chriſtian expe&t an immunity from what 
his Savior has born before him? ( He 
that do's ſoy 1s too delicate a member for 
a crucified head. ) No ſure, let us ra- 
ther animate our ſelves, as the Apoſtle 
exhorts, by conſedering him who as well 


deſpiſed the ſhame, as endured the croſs 


for us , Heb. 12. 3. and who has.not 
only given an example, but propoſed a 
reward, a Beatityde for thoſe who are re- 
viled for righteouſneſs ſake, Mat. 5. 11. 
And when this 1s ſoberly ponder'd, twill 
ſure make it eaſy for us to reſolve with 
holy David in alike caſe, I will be yet 
more vile, 2 Sam. 6. 22. 

8. BuT toreturn from this digreſtion 
to thoſe, who thus unhappily employ 
their parts, let me propoſe to them, 
that they would borrow every day ſome 
few minutes from their mirth, and ſe- 
riouſly conſider, whether this be ( I need 
not ſay a Chriſtian, but ) a manly ex- 
erciſe of their faculties, Alas when they 
have rallied out the day from one com- 
pany to another, they may ſum up their 
account at night in the wiſe mans {i- 
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Sect. VII. of Scoffing and Derifion. 125 
for no better end, then to raiſe that 
laughter, which a brute can do as well or 
detrer. 

9, I would not be thought to recom- 
mend ſuch a Stoical ſowerneſs , as shall 
admit of nothing of the cheerful plea» 
fant parc of Converſation, God has 
not ſure bin more rigid ro our Minds 
then to our Bodies: and as he has not fo 
devoted the one to toil , but that he al- 
lows us ſome time ta exerciſe them in 
recreation as well as labors, ſo doubtleſs 
he indulges the ſame relaxation to our 
Minds, which are not alwaies to be ſcrued 
up to the height, but allowed to deſcend 
to thoſe eaſineſſes-of Converſe , which 
entertain the lower Faculties of the Soul, 
Nor do I think thoſe are ill emploicd in 
thoſe little skirmishes of Wit, which 
paſs familiarly between intimates and 
acquaintances, which beſides the preſent 
dvertiſment, ſerve to whet and quicken 
the Fancy. Yet I conceive this liberty 
s to be bounded with ſome Cautions: 
as firſt in theſe encounters, the Char 
Should be Powder not Bullets;there should 
nothing be ſaid, that should leave any 
ungrateful impreſſions, or give any um- 
brage of a ſpightful intent. The world 
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Sect, VII. Of Scoffing and Deriſion. 127 


all others, that they may the more 
alue themſelves upon this. By this 
neans it 15 , that the gift of Raillery has 


in this age , like the lean Kine, devour- 


:d all che more ſolid worthy qualificati- 


ons, and 1s counted the moſt reputable 
accompliſhment. A ſtrange inverted eſti- 
mate, thus to prefer the little ebullitions 


of Wit, before ſolid reafon and judg- 
ment. If they would accommodate their 
Dict at the ſame rate, they should eat 
the Husk , rather then the Kernel, and 
drink nothing but froth and bubbles. But 
after all, Wiſdom is commonly at long 
running juſtified even of her Deſpiſers 
theſe great Idolaters of Wit often dash- 
ing themſelves upon ſuch Rocks, as make 
them too late wish , their Sailes had bin 
leſs; and their Ballaſt more. For the 
py therefore of more ſuch wrecks, 

wish the preſent caution may be more 
adyerted toy not to beſtow an unpropor- 
tlonable part of our time or value on 
this ſlight exerciſe of mans ſlighteſt Fa- 
culty. 

11. A third Caution in this matter, 1s 
to confine our ſelves to preſent Com- 
pany, not to make abſent Perſons tae 
Subject of our mirth. Thoſe freedoms > 

uſe 
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that mocks them, ſeems to think them 
roo low for any thing but contemt: and 
we learn from Ariſtotle, that the me- 
ſure of anger 1s entirely taken thence, 
men being ſo far provoked, as they ima- 
gine they were fſlighted or affronted, 
In meer ſecular wiſdom it will there- 
tore become men to conlider, whether 
this trade be like to turn to account, or 
whether it be worth the while, at once 
to make a jeſt and an enemy. 

12, AND if it be imprudent to make 
man our enemy , tis much more to make 
bod ſo, by levelling our blowes at an 
thing ſacred: but of that I have already 
had occaſion to ſpeak, and ſhall not re- 
pete; only give me leave to ſay, that 
beſides the profaner forts of jeſts , 
which more immediately reflect on him, 
he is Concern'd in all the unjuſt reproches 
of our brethren , our love to them being 
confirm'd by the ſame divine Sanction 
with our reverence to him: and ſure no- 
thing is more inconſiſtent with that love, 
then che expoſing them to that contemt 
ve arc our ſelves ſo impatient of. In a 
word what repute ſocver this prattice now 
has of Wit, it Ys very far from wiſdom 
to provoke God that we may alſo difo- 
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dice againſt his diſcretion, his humor, 
his carriage, and his moſt extrinſic ad- 
herence, and it by repreſenting him ri- 
diculous in any of thele they can but a- 
bate mens reverence to him , their con- 
fidence of him will not long hold out: 
bare honeſty without ſome other adorn- 
ment, being lookt onas a leat-leſs tree, 
no body will truſt himſelf to its ſhelter. 
Thus the enemies of Socrates, when they 
could no other waies ſuppreſs his repu- 
tation, hired CAriſtophanes - a «Comic 
Poet to perſonate him on the ſtage, and 
by the inſinuation of thoſe interludes , 
inſenſibly conveied firſt a contemt, then 
a hatred of him into the hearts of the 
people. But I need not bring inſtan- 
ces of former times in this matter, theſe 
being ſufficiently vert in that myſtery. 
14. IT is not ſtrange that men of ſuch 
deſigns, ſhould ſummon all their Wit 
tothe ſervice, make their Railleries as 
picquant as they can, that they may 
wound the deeper: but methinks tis bur 
a mean office they aſſign their W it, to 
be ( I will not ſay the Pander, that be- 
ing in this age ſcarce a title of reproch, 
but )) the executioner or hangman to their 
malice, Chriſt bids us be wiſe as Ser- 
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Sect. VII. Of Scoffing and Deriſion. 13: 3 


to cauſe any ſmart. The greateſt hurt 
they do 18 to themſelves, who tho they 
much need , yet are generally little ca- 
pable of a reſcue and therefore I ſhall 
not clog the preſent diſcourſe, with any 
adviſe to them: I $hall chuſe rather to 
conclude , with enforcing my Spite to 
the former, that they would ſoberly and 
ladly weigh the account they muſt one 
Day give of the Emploiment of their 
Parts, and the more they have hitherto 
embeazled them, the more to endeavor 
to expiate that Unthrifrineſs, by a more 
creful*Managery for the future; that ſo 
inſtead of that vain, emty, vaniſhing 
Mirth they have courted here, they may 
find a real , full, and eternal Satisfa- 
chion in the Joy of their Lord. 
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SECT, VIII. Of Flattery. I35 
ry mans own breaſt ſuthciently inſtru- 
(ting him in the unworthineſs of it. Tis 
indeed a colleive accumulative Baſe- 
neſs, 1t being 1n its Elements a com- 

und and a complex of the moſt for- 
did, hateful qualities incident to Man- 
kind. I Shall inſtance in three, viz. Ly- 
ng, Servility, and T reachery, which be- 
ing dereſtably deform'd ſingle, muſt in 
Conjunction make up'a loathitome Mon- 
ſtrous guilt. Now tho Flattery has two 
Branches, yet theſe lie ſo at the Root, as 
equally to influence both : for whether 
you take 1t as 1t 15 the giving of praiſe 
where 1t 1s not due, or the profeſling of 
Kndneſs which 1s not real, thele Proper- 
ties are ſtill 1ts Conſtitutive parts. 

2. AND firſt we may take Lying to 
he the very corner Stone of the Þa- 
bric, for take it away, and the Whole 
falls ro the ground. A Paralite would 
make but a lean trade of it, that 
ſhould confine himſelf to truth. For 
tho tis poſſible ſo to order the manner 
and circumſtances, as to flatter even in 
the repreſenting a mans reall vertucs to 
him, yet commonly if they do nor fal- 
lity as to the kind, they are torc'd to do 
It as to the degree, Belides as there are 
but 


if 
249 *S2UTAIC JO SY1]Tr10]F Jo 10yyd Aanf 
x puurdwoa 03 p2a2u 1ou jjeys | '1u93 
y 8 23 0) 3u1y3 Sur{ina your 2y2 
(ur10UO0ysIp you 213 $13 © JUaTIeq 2y3 
ay Jo JAUYW 2Q3 S$I5pyaq Lag 7@ 
Iz *9S 
ma '5p40mMy ian age aq Joh puv 110 
wqz 42qgooumſ 24 5piom 511 ( uondiuny 
-2q] 2W91[99x2 Sy1wJrq 2y2 vl j[Þ 2z1d 
-w092 01 ) pue *$2po1102 wJrq $11 ©103 
14 yo1[ÞPnao SI 24e $2gjPunzoj Anna $27 
mp *4inb1ur 30 -aPpry e yon *Aray ly 
e yan} 51 Az29Iet{  'Approp pure 34rd 
1yj 3x43 2nq, © SuIx2A Pure 210] aq Aru 
a9” 5 yozea5G 10 Jef Ee 01 1 UaaIgues 
et & © 123WIOJ 2y1 03 JOTJafuT yonu SE ST 
pur £x0Bue(q jo 240w Apruyur 3nq qzewsg 
yeaj S211429 ©03U0J, 212 Jo punon 3JI[Jr3 
4 a1 pagpur ST ST{L, *Azane] | $1 4uOn 
law Jeys | MA 10qUSID NJ 2no0 
q $2anſur prqaaA JO Y?] 1H 'I 


A42121 JT [0 


IIIA S$21T9S 


_nguo, 2y2 30 1UIWURAOS) = L £1 


SECT, VIII. of Flattery. 37 
ſubtil Alchymilt is this Paraſite, that he 
turns all he touches into gold, imaginary 
indeed as to the deluded Perſon , but 
ofc-cimes real to himſelf, Nor is Lying 
leſs matenial to the other part of Flatte- 

, the Profeſſion of ſervice and kind- 
neſs. This needs no evidencing , and to 
acttemt in would be a ſelf-Confuration : 
for if thoſe Profeſſions be true, they 
are not Flattery , therefore if they be 
Flattery , they muſt needs be Lies. Ir 
wil be almoſt as needleſs ro expatiate on 
the Baſeneſs and meaneſs of that ſin; for 
tho there is no Subjett that affords more 
matter for Declamation, yet Lying is a 
thing that is aſhamed of it ſelf, and there- 
fore may well be remitred to its own con- 
victions. Tis Ariſtotles obleryation, that 
all Elements but the Earth, had ſome 
Philoſopher or other , that gave it his 
vote to be the firſt produ@ive Principle 
of all things : and I think we may now 
ſay, that all Crimes have had their A- 
dettors and fautors , ſome body that 
would ſtand up in their defence z only 
Lying is ſo much the dregs and refuſe of 
wickedneſs, that none has yet had Chy- 
miſtry enough to ſublimare it, to bring 


it 1aco ſuch a reputation, that any _ 
wil 
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the ſeven Sages, his Tongue tuned only 
to Panegyrics and acclamations, his feet 
in a winged motion upon every nod or 
other ſignification of his pleſure: in a 
word, his whole body ( as if it had no 
other ſpirits then what 'it derived from 
him ) varies 4ts poſtures, us exerciſes , 
as he finds agreeable to the liumor he is 
to ſerve. And can humanity contrive 
to debaſe it ſelf more ? Yes it can, and” 
do's too often, by enſlaving its Diviner 
part too, taking up not only opinions, 
but even crimes alſo in 'compliance, 
playing the incarnate Devil, and helping 
to at thoſe villanies which 'Satan can 
only ſuggeſt; and if this be not a ſtate of 
abject ſlavery, ſure there '15 nonein the 
world. Plutarch tells us, that Philoxenes. 
for deſpiſing ſome dull Poetry of Dio- 
nyſius , was by him condemned to dig 18 
the quarries : from whence being by the 
mediation of friends remanded, at his 
return Dzonyſius produced ſome other 
of his verſes, which as ſoon as Phioxe- 
nus had read, he made no reply, but 
calling to the waiters', faid, Let them 
carry me again to the quarries. And if 
a heathen Poer could prefer a corporeal 
llayery before a' mental, whiat 'name of 

O 2 re- 


ins 


1 | 5 
» $w83amiody 212 2394 Aath 31 sr (ati 


-p2923 yonu s ym {$2jano2pp pridyut 
yow 242 ut gurpry fOIrprp $14 02 ( aro 
2052 2 S2ATT}-AjJES DN [f ) Pure arg N17 
«(mp uMo $19 3ujpro ( 19zr3-ar2G r 
27) 22ueuvazuno) $1y zo 'oBury> 4040 ut 
pue *20ur13 yoro © yoo typra Buryaarn 
-yr3SU01rq SH] UO 1xy Aqqraaommwnr S979 
«7 23 Je no4 pur uo rx yonj uodn 
yoo *$3o0oad Arrzawunuzadny Aurur ym 
aw $2ys1uany zurydoo4{s Aioao nok fuonry 
ne 2a pood aFew 01 29UIPIAd 1210 
ou paou ] ot2 2ngq *youor ue $2 JM SE 
wew 2923 e£ Jo 4112q1] 2y2 mojaq *SJeyeaA 
pure S2APJG JO 2ITA 2yA SE TUO 1300] oO 
*PF 191qou 2y2 4jSurpaone puy 'wa1dp 
Snonuo3uyp r 3o yarw e Juraq £2ry2 02 
8mpua9Jpuo> 2y3 *Zurk'7 jo 12waoy 2ty1 
U p,aqjoaur Annydwur Gurigq 2Gaeys SIN 
{12413 Apraaje urq Set war 3ooad 19130 
ou $p32U 21212 $1153 Jo pue - aownty Jo 
muyalqy pur Amzaaog 1 puoong y + 

* *uondnazoo yanw of puy 
IM 8 Jo qui] 2uo ur uaya © 5 Aon 
Jo 4poq ajoya 2193 Tega faxewnys ur 
aew Aew om $13 Aqr3ngq ' *2o1QQead ur 
pawpe 4uownuod of 2q' pjnoyy *yo0ad 
*91 Y [rji2Atun Of, J5pun $1. Jem eta 19P 
"OM 121e21F 212 : 37 UMO 0127 FUN 11M 


a _— 


*an3u0 x, 2y1 Jo 1U9MUTAAOK) 27, BEI 


"IST 4 i te. M . OY IE OI—_ 


Sect. VII. Of Flattery. 141 


how they love one another, but God 
knows we may now be pointed out by 

a very differing mark, Behold how Fe 
deceive and delude one another. And 
ſure this violation we herein offer to our 
religion, do's not allay but aggravate 
the baſeneſs of this pratice: for if in 
the other ye ſell our ſelves, in this we 
ſell our God too, ſacrifice our intereſt 
in him to get a furreptitious title to the 
favor of a man, And this I conceive 
do's in the ſecond place not much com- 
mend the art of Flattery, which is built 
up of ſo vile materials. 

5. AND to compleat this infamous 
compoſition, in the third place Treachg- 
ry comes in; a crime of ſo odious a 
kind, that to name it 18 to implead it: 

how intrinſic a part this is of Flat» 


tery, will need no row: $kill ro evidence, 


daily experience ſufficiently doing it. 
Tis a common obſervation * Flatterers, 
that they are like the Heliotrope,open on- 
ly towards the ſun , but ſhut and contratt 
themſelves at n get, and in cloudy wea- 
ther. Let the obje&t of their adoration 
be but eclipſed, they can ſee none of 
thoſe excellencies which before dazled 


their cics: and how ever inconſtanc they 
may 


= to AT Go ns 44 WE was vo OP 


(__ 


JJ 


= « 31d trot £q 543 Fate 
an7 uaard ioyeaeyy ay 20u0 Sram 1f 
$vonemunyrp Hays fe Jo ſepuedj Is 
pun Zurzoqr] Aq © 294ayny 1212948 x 204k 
mM *20u woy2 2415Jqo 334k © uao ofa 
gjoP u3 3nq ? sana $21 ( 24153qO OYAM gjoqs 
pr $,0p ar oj puy *gt *£ -yoſ *r © anguo x; 
# puy pion ur kjuo pauinps ﬆ yoIua 
"gay 8 puy * pazpus 20'T eqs 231qy 


a9 * gozp 203 pjo3 2413 oz paynput 


kqay 51 * Ajaaouy nx 03 3u13©qo aetf3 
J :aje> ata ut pajn 9jzom 2k mr 4s 
ayy uvenfury ing *'$2419997 gy ey a 
emouy tew Aut 252239 eta © payadjny of 
ow0I2q $1 Suoteio1mnpe nuanboy ajays £q 
os ©1109 2Uure4an> your pur yaind 2ot 
rqap sny2 ut foinzen votes ano 
nd ur» om xray» yoajeq 942 Jo 
$809 #1 *8u3yop jnJn3nd apy 02 Spat 
anmyord og pur :Spuoq nrow je Jo 
PpaIYy It aryspriauy pur * aoyaq 03 
ty uew Ave 2p3 yours ofa 1. 940%} 
'dnspuarg pur gaupiny Jo gvoney22 
*1d It ut $1 33 vat ©saroueazogqo PUE 
Guuary veow aj v3 21qrai3Jqo 210ut 
Tuajeq $193 1 20} *SILNETF Hoya 
lq yoſoad {om g23rwurape prpacy 200d 
$043 30 znjand ur «tzoq 02 nuwqny tr> 
ofa * wat 203 qJnous pno] 84 tPoadax 


"OO OO OY 


PL ls. Ah. 


'2r3u01, 242 Jo WIWUIAOH) IL, oft 


Crt CONS 


PRE FP I—" 


«i Mn t> Loot " CONGO ON 


5 as? 


— 


= = A, © i" 09" 30” fe 


SgcrT. VII. i Of Flattery: 14. 
poſlible tor him ;to think of gorrectin 
either the one- or the others, who is m 
believe he has neither. This is like the treas 
chery of a bribed officer 1n a- Garriſon, 
who will not let the weak parts, be for- 
tified, and laies the man as open to aſ- 
faults, as the Town. Yet this 1s not all, 
he do's not only proyide: for the: conti- 
nuance, but the improving of. his crimes 
and errors, which alas are. too: prolific 
of themſelves; but being cultivated and 
manured with perpetual foothings and 
encouragements , grow ummeſurably lu- 
xurious. And accordingly we ſee that men 
uſed only to applauſes , are ſo ſwell'd with 
them , that their 1nſfolencies are 1ntolera. 
ble.. And this they are ſometarnes taught 
to their coſt, when they bappen among 
free men, who will not ſubmuc ' to all 
they ſay, nor commend -all ;they. do. 
And finding theſe uneafy -contradictt- 
ons when they come abroad ,. they are 
willing to retire to their moſt complai- 
fant company : and ſy this Sycophant 
Devil , having once got them within his 
circle, may enchant them as: he pleaſes, 
lead them from one wickedneſs to an- 
other, And as Caligula and other vo- 
luptious Emperours , by being adored 
as 
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SECT. VIII. of Flattery. 145 


by ſeveral notes of endearment, but 
when he comes to that of friendſhip , tis 
the friend who 1x as thine own ſoul , ray 
13. 6. nothing below the higheſt inſtance 
was thought expreſſive enough of that 
union. What a Legion of Fiends then 
poſſeſſeth men that can break theſe chains 
Mat. 5. 4. nay that can hammer and 
forge thole very chains into Daggers and 
Stullettoes, and make their triendſhip 
an engine of ruine. This ſure is the black- 
eſt color wherein we can view a Paralite, 
bis falſe light makes the ſhadow the 
more diſmal : as the Ape has a peculiar 
deformity above. other brutes by that 
aukward and ungraceful reſemblance he 
has to a man, ſo ſure a Flatterer 1s in- 
finitely the more hateful for being the 
ugly counterfeit of a Friend. And as 
this Treachery lies at the bottom of the 
Panegyrics, ſo alſo do's it of all the careſſes 
and exuberant kindneſles of a Flatrerer , 
which if they aimed not at any parti- 
cular end of circumvention,muſt yer in 
the generall be Treacherous by being falſe. 
A man lookes on the love of his friend as 
one of his richeſt poſſeſſions( upon which 
account the Philoſopher thought friends 
were to be inventoried as well as goods. ) 
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and then there 1s nothing in the world 
that appears ſo contemtible , ſo filly; a 
barefaced Flatterer being every bodies 
ſcorn. The ſhort 1s, wherever this game 
is plaied there 1s alwaics a fool in the 
caſe: ' if the Paraſite be detected, it falls 
to his ſhare: if he be not, to his whom 
he deludes, Burt at the beſt tis but ſub- 
tilty and cunning he can boaſt of, and 
if he can in his own fancy raiſe that to 
the opinion of true wiſdom, tis a ſign 
he 1s come round to practice his deceits 
upon himſelf, and is as much his own 
Flatterer as he has bin others, 

8. AND now I know not whether it 
be more $hame or wonder, to fee that 
men can ſo put off ingenuity, and the na- 
tive greatneſs of their kind, as to de- 
ſcend to ſo baſe, ſo ignoblea vice : yet alas 
we daily fee it don, and that not only by 
the ſcum and refuſe of the people, fuch 
as 7ob ſpeaks of, who are viler then the 
earth, ti, 20, 8. but by Perſons ot all 
conditions. Flattery like a ſpring torc'd 
upwards aſcends, as cares are by the wiſe 
man faid to delcend , Ecclus. 40. 4. from 
him that weareth a linen frock to him 
that weareth a crown: all intermedial de- 
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fives to thoſe who have reconciled 

emſelves to both :1f any thing can be 
xertinently ſaid to them, it muſt be up- 
2n the ſcore of Intereſt, for that being 
their grand principle , they can with no 
pretence diſclame the inferences drawn 
thence. | 

10. LE rt them therefore duely bal- 
lance the advantages they project from 
this practice with the miichiefts and dan- 
gers of 1t, W hat they expect, is common- 
ly exther Honor or wealth , theſe they 
hope may be acquired by their proſtra- 
tions to thoſe, who can diſpence or pro- 
cure them. Tis true, as Honor ſignifies 
Greatneſs and power,, it 1s ſometimes 
attain'd by it, but then as it figniſies 
Reputation and eſteem, tis as ſure to be 
loſt. He that thus aſcends, may be lookt 
on with fear, but never with reverence, 
Now I think tis no good bargain to ex- 
change this ſecond notion of Honor for 
the firſt, for beſides the difference in the 
intrinſic value, tis to be conſider'd how 
tottering a Pinacle unmerited Greatneſs 
is. He that raif'd him to ſatiſfy, his hu- 
mor at one time, can ( with more eaſe 
and equal juſtice ) throw him down at 
another: and when ſuch a man do's fall, 
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jom know how 'to bear proſperity tem- 
perately , and it is no new thing to ſee 
a Privadoe carry it ſo high, as to awake 
he jealouſy of his promoter , which be- 
ng aſliſted by the buſy induſtry of thoſe 
who envy his fortune , twill be cafy e- 
nough to find ſome flaw in his Gettings, 
by which to unravel the whole Web: 
an event that has bin oft experimented 
not only 1n the private managery of Fa. 
milies, but in the moſt Public admini- 
trations. And theſe are ſuch hazards, that 
lad all together would much recom- 
mend to any the Moral of Horaces Fa- 
ble, and make one chuſe the count 
Mouſes plain fare with ſafety, rather then 
the delicacies of the City with ſo much 
danger. This then is the ſtate of the 
proſperous Paraſite : but alas how ma- 
ny are there who never arrive to this, 
but are kickt down ere they have climb'd 
the two or three firſt rounds of the 
Ladder, whoſe deligns be 1o {hum- 
ble, as not to aſpire above a Ma- 
jor-Domo , or ſome ſuch domeſtic pre- 
ferment , ( for in this trade there are ad- 
venturers of all ſizes ? ) but upon all theſe 
conſiderations, methinks 1t appears no 
very inviting one to any. At the long 
a 


LESSYSSSSSSTEF-XSM 


2 : .S 8 6 ak wo, oo. I a 


'*» SB <2 


N 


wo 
| 54 plow ST Jo uaJy 'I3x2u Iy2 Arar 

\ ME vayea 51 21S avo 2450049 $1 2X44 KuOUT 

irq 27 Sw Auew 22 suOnNmbar 
; Hop jjÞ 294 20g { *$joualqeaiazop pur 
( E 2v23n82u $14 Jo 3ry3 ( 120q vaya a9 
1 £223 $2wn3aWO) ) 22yz3Oue Seq Oy pur Agr] 
1 -aqy pue 4zunoq $17 Jo 3eta Set ay ©A1 
1 Y-vomy pur 22ureuaguno) $1 Jo 2Gezauea 
on Y-pe 212 sey ©uonzrg 22243 x sey 2ey3 ay 
u $04 *4q 11 p29J 02 $3uradg jrxoagy Gurary 
d E(2ney at © few ra? pue * pageedwoa 
p (1 2q 2wnNawoy Arw 3ey3 aJquiyod Aioa 13 
12 8 4jr2 1A JO eta we 42140 At] JO SY Mn 

X *Jun]3 
q F-2m0j 203 pooB noma 2q 19110 10 
m {wn 2u0 3x 4Ajqrqoad ja uew youor ue 
er; pue: z2yzoue 103 Aq pre] 2q jj 294 yn 
1500 203 2y 243nomy 20u 2q 1 Jr ©22qun x; 
wh 2221d punojp'y *'$42130 Jo dnypuariy 
ap mnq © A1ynpur uno $ﬆT woa Ajuo 
ou 2you2q 3u1ai2991 Jo Anede) ut sr of 
pur «ure dn Jurn2Q Spaemo) 23a] Surya 
moz sry ©0Zart9 S117 S2Ar} 2y 304 qndp 
aq anbarq gn5 oq2 © uoNeINdaA a£9Þ x Jo 
ew e Sra22U A una Puo5IF 2y3 pred 2q 
110U $7 awry 1ey1 Þ23z23op Buraq S11E 
Funuryqdoo{g ny : 2unzzo3 $175 pymqer 
$2 TINA uo noNepunoy ou ey *Apour 
91 1noyM of © Aid noyna er fey 2t 


_cnguo x, aj 30 2U2WUnRaotayg, OST 


Szer. VIIL Of Flattery. 157 


fide: he muſt be allowed to have more 
of that (which in this age is more then 
2 counterpolſe to honeſty ;) and as for 
yertue , the balance (as to the principle 
motive;) ſeems to hang pretty even, tis 
the vice of Avarice that temmts the one to 
Flatter, and the vice of Pride that makes 
it acceptable to the other. The truth is, 
there is the bottom of the matter : tis 
that ſecret confederate within, that ex- 
poſes men to thoſe aſſaults from with- 
out. We have generally ſuch an appe- 
tte to praiſe, that we greedily ſack it in 
without ſtaying to examine whether it be- 
long to us or no, or whether it be deſign'd 
as a kindneſs or an abuſe. Other injuries 
rush upon us with violence, and give us 
notice of their approch : they may be 
faid to come Hike water into our bowels; 
but this like oil into our bones Pſa. 109. 
penetrates eaſily , undiſcernably, by help 
of that native propenſion we have to re- 
ceive it. Tis therefore the near concern 
of all, eſpecially of thoſe whoſe quality 
moſt expoſes them , to Keep a guard up- 
on that treacherous inmate , not to ler 
that ſtep into the ſcale to make a bale Sy- 
 cophant out-weigh a true friend, and 
| when ever they are attacqued with ex- 
U frava- 
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SECT IX: 

Of Boaſling. 
I. E have now ſeen ſome effets 
of an ungovern'd Tongue, as 
they relate to God and our Neighbor. 


Theres yet a third fort which reflect up- 
on 'a mans ſelf, So unboundedly miſchie- 
yous is that petulant member, that hea- 
ven and earth are not wide enough for its 
range , but it will find work at home too; 
and like the viper , that after it had de- 
youred its companions , prerd upon its 
ſelf, fo it corrodes inward, and be- 
comes often as faral to its owner, as to 
all the world beſides. 

2. OF this there are as many inſtan- 
ces y as there are imprudent things ſaid, 
for all ſuch have the worſt refleion up- 
on the ſpeaker: and therefore all that 
have given rules for civil life, have in 
order to it, put very ſevere reſtraints 
upon the Tongue, that 1t run not be- 
fore the judgment. Twas the advice of 

U 2 Leno 
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ECT, IX Of Boaſting. 157 
a vice and a folly, I mean that of BRoaſt- 
ig and vaunting a mans ſelf: a ftrein 
o which ſome mens tongues have a 
onderful glibaeſs. No diſcourſe can be 
adminiſtred , but they will try to turn 
e Tide , and draw itall into their own 
Channel, by entertaining you -with long 
ſtories of themſelves: or if there be no 
room for that, they will at leaſt ſcrew 1n 
here and there ſome intimations of what 
they did or faid. Yea ſo ftupid-'a vanity is 
this, that it works alike uponall materialls: 
not only their greater and more illuſtrious 
atts or ſentences, bur even' their moſt 
ſight and trivial occurrencies, by being 
theirs , they think acquire a conſiderable- 
neſs, and are forcibly impoſed upon the 
company : the very dreams of ſuch. peo- 
ple ſtrait commence prophely , and are as 
ſeriouſly related, as if they were undoubt- 
ed etlariona, And ſure- if we refle& 
upon our Saviors rule, that Our of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeak- 
eh, we cannot but think thele men are 
very full of themſelves, and to be lo, is 
butan other phraſe for being very Proud. 
So tis Pride in the heart, which is the 
ſpring that feeds this perpetual current 
at the mouth , and under that notion we 
arc to conſider it. 4. AND 
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id as rich , as thoſe who moſt pride 

mlſelves in their wealth and beau- 
7, No man fancies himſelf to be his 
wn Creator, and tho ſome have aſſum- 


8d to be the Architets of their own 


Wortunes , "a the frequent defeates of 
vWnacns induſtry 


and contrivance, do ſuff- 


Wicntly confute that bold pretence, and 


id 
id 
a 
L- 


R_3 + . 2 CP ww = 3 ME Tx = IT 


yince that there 1s ſomething above 
hem z which can either blaſt or proſper 
err atremts. What an invaſion then 
it of Gods right, to ingroſs the honor 
if thoſe things being don , which were 
ot at all in their power to do? And 
re the folly is as great in reſpet of 


men, as the ſin is towards God. This 


oaſting like a heavy Nurle, overlaies 

2 Child, the vanity of that quite drowns 
he notice of the things in which tis 
dunded, and men are not ſo apt to fay, 
uch a man is Handſom, Wiſe, or Great, 


8 that he is proud upon the fancy of 


ing ſo. In a word he that celebrates 
is own excellencies, muſt be content 
ith his own applauſes, for he wall \ 

one of others, unleſs it be from thoſe 


awning Sycophants, whoſe praiſes are 


vorſer then the bittercſt Derrattion. 


6. AND yet ſo ſottiſh a vice is Pride, 
that 
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SECT. I X. Of Boaſting. IGT 
ſuch ſweet and gentle inlinuations, that 
we are ſometimes captivated ere we are 
aware : yet that do's not impeach his 
right of conqueſt 3 but only ſhews him 
the more gracious conqueror. Tis true 
in reſpe& of the event we have great 
cauſe of exultance and joy, Gods ſervice 
being the moſt perfect freedom : yer in 
regard of the efficiency , we have as 
little matter of Boaſt, as the ſurprized 
Ciry has 1n the triumphs of its victor. 

8. Bur ſecondly either this vaunted 
Piety 15 not reall, and then tis good for 
nothing, or elſe by being vaunted be- 
comes ſo. If it be not reall, tis then the 
ſuperadding Hypocriſy to the former 1a- 
criledg, and attemt at once to rob God 
and cheat men, and in the event uſually 
renders them hateful to both, ro God 
( who cannot be mocked ) it do's ſo at 
the inſtant, and ſeldom milles to do fo 
at laſt to men. An Hypocrite has along 
part to a&t, and if his memory fail hum 
butin any one ſcene, his play 1s ſpoiled: 
ſo that his hazards are ſo great, that tis as 
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eB lictle prudent, as tis honeſt to ſer up the 
wy trade, eſpecially in an age when Piety it 
Kell lf is at fo low a Price, that its coun- 


terfeit cannot paſs much. Bur if che 
4 piety 
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2s never brought in advantage to any 
man, There is no vice ſo undermines it 
af as this do's: tis glory it ſeeks , and in 
ſtead of gaining of that, it looſes com- 
mon we apo eſtimation. Every body 
that ſees a bladder puft up, knows tis 
but wind that fo ſwells it : and there is 
no ſurer argument of alight frothy brain, 
then this bubling at the mouth. Indeed 
there 15 nothing renders any man fo con- 
temtible, ſo utterly uſeleſs to the world: 
it excludes him almoſt from all com- 
merce , makes him yncapable of receiving 
or doinga benefit. No man will do him 
agood turn, becauſc he foreſees he will ar- 
rogate it to himſelf, as the cffett of his me- 
rit: and none ( that are not in ſome great 
exigence ) will receive one from him, as 
knowing it ſhall not only be procla- 
med , but magnified much above the true 
worth. There ſeems to be but one pur- 
poſe tor which he ſerves, and that is to 
be ſport for his company: and that he 
ſeldom fails to be, for in theſe gameſome 
daies men will not looſe ſach an oppor- 
tunity of divertiſement, and theretore 
will purpoſely give him hints, which 
may put him upon his Rhodomontades. 


I do not ſpeak this by way of cacourage- 
2 menr 
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a farther aggravation, that it precludes all 
means of growing wiſer : tis Solomons 
aſſertion, Jeeſt thou a man wiſe in his 
own conceit? there is more hope of a Fool 
then of him. Pro. 26.12, And the reaſon 
is evident, for he diſcards the rwo grand 
inſtruments of inſtrudtion, Admonition 
and Obſervation. The former he thinks 
ſuperſeded by his own PerfeCtions, and 
therefore when any ſuch friendly office 
is attemted towards him, he 1mpures 
it either to Envy ,and a deſire to eclipſe 
his luſtre by finding ſome ſpots, or elſe 
to Ignorance and incapacity of eſtimat- 
ing his worth : the one he entertains with 
Indignation , the other with diſdainful 
Pitty. As for Obſervation, he ſo circum- 
ſcribes it 'within himſelf, that ic can ne- 
ver fetch | in "any thing from withour. 
Reading of men has bin by ſome thought 
the moſt facile and expedite Method 
for acquiring Knowledg: and fure for 
ſome kinds of Knowledg it is, but then 
a man muſt not only read' one Author, 
much leſs the one worſt he can pick out 
for himſelf. 'Tis an old and true faying, 
He that is his own Pupil $hall have a 
Fool for his Tutor: and truly he that 


ſtudies only himſelf, will be like to _ 
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more ſplendid quah ties, with which they 
are ſo dazled, that when you bring them 
to the darker parts of themſelves, it 
__ with them as with thoſe that come 

_ from gazing on the Sun , they 
ee nothing. 

I2, AND T8 having diſſected this 
ſwelling vice, and ſeen what it is that 
feeds the tumor, the cure ſuggeſts it 
ſelf. If the diſeaſe be founded 1n Pride, 
the abating that is the moſt natural and 
proper remedy : and truly one would 
think that meer weighing of the fore- 
going conſiderations, might prove ſufhci- 
entallaies to it. Yet becauſe where __ 
are turgent, tis neceſſary not onl 
purge them , but alſo to ſtrengthen ih 
infeſted part , I shall adventure to give 
ſome few advices by way of Fortificati- 
on and Antidote. 

13. In the firſt place, that of the A- 
poſtle offers it ſelf ro my hand, Look no: 
every man on his own things ; "bat every 
man alſo on the things of others. Phil. 
2. 4. A counſfil whichina diſtorted ſenſe 
ſeems to be roo much practiced. We are 
apt to apply it to worldly advantages, 
and in that notion not to look on our 
own things with thankfulneſs , but _ 
Crnecr 
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and when they find themſelves mounting 
into their altitudes, let them clog their 
wings with the remembrance | of thoſe 
who have out-ſoar'd them, not in vain 
opinion, but in true worth. Tis nothing 
but the fancy of ſingularity that putts us 
up. To breathe, to walk, to hear, to ſee, 
are excellent powers, yet no body is 
proud of them, becauſe they are com- 
mon to the whole kind : and therefore 
if we could obſerve the great number 
of thoſe that equal, or exceed us, even 
n the more appropriate endowments , 
we ſhould not put {o exceſlive a price 
upon our ſelves. | 
14. SECONDLY if we will needs be re- 
flecting upon our ſelves, let us doit more 
ingeniouſly , more equally , let us take a 
true ſurvey, and obſerve as well the bar- 
ren asthe fertil part of the foil: and if 
this were don , many mens value would 
de much ſhort of wh they are willing 
to ſuppoſe it. Did we but compare our 
crop of Weeds and Nettles, with that of 
our Corn, we rauſt either think our 
ne is Poor, or our ſelves very ill 
usbands. W hen therefore the recolleCti- 
on of either reall or fancied worth þegins 
to make us atry let us condenſe again 


by 


ur 
n uaW 12130 UT 2JqUIA SI ez pood ay jre 
kuoJimp 24a33qo * 2janod $12 ut $24[aj 
-way2 3nd 210394213 Walt 327] 'S10qUBIAU 
naya Vay3 4951p Ide pue *< oaÞeaw 2y1 Jo 
ued 12y10 2y1 12a4jue 12yzet Ay puy 
{ew 4ayz © sdeyaad Aru : uaaray Jo map 
ay3 jj© dn 29ypn 2ary 013 2999y $409p 
4H IF $24J3Jway2 Fury 30u [1194 { Aoy3 
vay3 pue © uaw 1210 Vo Pamoyaq Seh 
por) yo A $IRNUI[[IX2 IJOY2 YM P23 
-menbox apew * proaqe 3u9J 217] re 2q 
yaw spurw paaqun 9jÞy I, *ParJaz Jo Ay3 
-104 W2y2 9p1JIq Sunzou SI 242t3 FUN 
*$4[JwayL Jo vonenupe 212 03 4juo 
p,woyno5ox 21x OUYM uau Pure ©oommoJy 
10 aye e Jo 2eya puoklaq Ames Aur 
10u *832yae]y 3urzoquyBIAU 23 10 © 53r] 
VA uno $1 puokaq ppon Aur ﬆ 2193 
$9Ju1q3 90Je57 urea q SuTjloup It 1, UEjIIA 
-U09 aJr 24 maya $3un3 jor Ajuo 
puayardde 4ew 2m 3eya Of S214 nr} ano 
MO1TEU pure YJe19uo) $,0P IpnianpPp Moy 
my je u1 293 2A *$22y10 JO 2Joya 
1nq * SInNUIJPBIXI UMNO INO UO FOO] JOU 
pue © qjuaj aumu2s 2th2 ut 1 2Fr1 Yr] 
we sn 3297] *21nju92 pur ajidpop 02 $1930 
uo 1nq *m1oJaa Pur 33991105 01 UMO INO 
vo 1ou Foo] pur *sun pur $10419 01 Of 
T3 4dde 04 *Aaud yum SUIW 2911 


*2n3u0, It] JO UIWUIAAOH 2, 891 


A ab age ot) ER - IF CT — 


Secr. IN. Of Boaſting. 171 


mfirmity, ſhun ( as far as prudence and 
intereſt permits ) all diſcourſe of them- 
ſelves, till they can fever it from that 
unhappy appendage. They will not be at 
all the leſs acceptable company , it being 
generally thought none of the beſt parts 
of breeding, to talk much of ones elf: 
for tho 1t be don ſo as not to argue pride, 
yet 1t do's 1gnorance of more worthy 
lubjects, 

16, I ſhould here conclude this ScCti- 
on, but that there is another ſort of 
vaunting Talk, which was not well re- 
ducible to any of the former Heads, the 
Subject matter being valtly diſtant : for 
in thoſe the Boaſting was founded in 
lome either real or ſuppoſed worth, but 
in this in Baſcneſs and villany. T here 
are a Generation of men, who have re- 
moved all the Land-marks which their 
Fathers (nay even the Father ot Spirits) 
have ſet, reverſt the common notions of 
Humanity, and call evil good, and good 
evil, and thoſc things which a moderate 
impudence would bluſh to be ſurpriſed 
in , they not only proclame but boaſt 
off, blow the Trumpet as much before 
their crimes, as others bctore thetr good 


deeds. Nay fo much do they atte& this 
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that conſtantly” and habitually indulges , 
rides upon the Spur, and will quickly 
overtake his Leaders : nay if it be but this 
one vice of vanity, it may finally bring 
him to their State. He that loves to brag, 
will ſcarce find exerciſe enough for that 
faculty 1n his vertues, and therefore may 
at laft be temted to take in his vices al- 
ſo. But that which is more ſeriouſly 
conſiderable is, that Pride 1s ſo provok- 
ing to Almighty God, that it often 
aulcs him to withdraw his Grace, which 
s a Donative he has promiſed only 70 
the Humble, Tam. 4. 6. And when we 
turn that Grace into wantonnelſs , as the 
Proud man do's who 1s pamper'd by it 
into high conceirs of himſelf , tis nor 
probabic God will any Tonger proſtitute 
his favors to ſuch abuſe. The Apoſtle 
obſerves it of the Gentiles, who had in 
contradiction of their natural light a- 
bandon'd themſelves to vile Idolatries, 
that God after gave them up to a reprobate 
mind and vile affettions, Rom. 1. 25, 26, 
But the Proud now ſtifle a much clearer 
light, and give up themſelves to as baſe an 
Idolatry , the adoration of themſelves : 
and theretore tis but equal ro expet God 
Should defert them and (as ſome Nati- 
ons 
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have, they' being (however they ſeem 
divided ) ſtreams iſſuing from the lame 
fountain. For the very ſame pride which 
promts a man to vaunt and overvalue 
what he 1s, do's as forcibly incline him 
to contemn and diſvalue what he has 
whilſt meſuring his enjoiments by that 
vaſt Idea he has form'd of himſelt, 'ris 
impoſſible bur he muſt. think them below 
him, 

3. Tris indeed 1s the true original of 
thoſe perpetual complainings we hear 
from all forts and conditions of men. 
For let us paſle thro all Degrees, all 
Ages, we $hall rarely find a ſingle Per- 
ſon, much leſs any number of men, ex- 
emt from this Querulous, this ſullen hu- 
mor : as if that breath of life where- 
with God originally inſpired us, had bin 
given us not to magnify his Bounty, 
but to accuſe his Illiberality , and like the 
diſmaller ſorts of inſtruments , could be 
tuned to no other Streins but thoſe of 
Mourning and Lamentation. Every man 
contributes his note to this doletul Har- 
mony, and after all that God has don to 
oblige and delight mankind , ſcarce any 
man is fatiſfied enough, I will not lay to 


be thankful , but to be patient. For alas 
what 
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reſtor'd him to the Ark and Sanctuary ; 
yet ſuffer'd the loſs of his rebellious ſon, 
who was the Author of his danger, to 
overwhelm the ſenſe of his deliverance; 
and inſtead of Hymns and praiſes, breaks 
out into ejulations and effteminate wail- 
ings, 2. Sam. 18. 33. . 

4. Bu r God knows the moſt of our 
complaints cannot pretend to ſuch conli- 
derable motives: they are not the bowels 
of a Father; the impreſſes of Nature 
that excite our repinings, but the impul- 
cs of our luſts and inordinate apperitcs. 
Our diſcontents arc uſually ſuch as £A- 
bab's for his neighbors vineyard; Haman's 
for Mordeca?'s obeifance , _Achitophel's 
tor having his counſil reje&ted. Every 
diſappointment of our avarice, ambi- 
tion , and pride ; fill's our hearts with bit- 
terneſs and our mouths with clamor, 
For if we ſhould examine the numeroiis 
complaints which ſound in every cor- 
ner, it would doubtleſs be found that the 
greateſt part, of them have ſome ſuch 
original : and that , whether the preten- 
ded prievances be public of private. For 
the firſt: many a man is a ſtate thale- 
content; meerly becauſe he ſees another 


adyanced to that honor or wealth which 
7 he 
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Frcr, X. Of Qneruleuſmeſs. 179 
vea with their deareſt fricnds,becauſe they 
would not aſliit chem to their own ruine , 
or have ſtriven to divert them from ir: fo 
forcible arc our pretenſions to mutiny, that 
we equally take occaſions from benefits 
or injuries. 

6. BUT the higheſt and moſt unhap- 
py inſtance of all 1s in our behavior to- 
wards God , whoſe allotments we diſ- 
pute with the ſame, or rather greater 
doldnefs then we do thoſe of men. What 
elle mean thoſe impatient murmurs ar 
tiole things winch are the 1immeliate if- 
ſues of his Providence? Such are our na- 
tive blemiſhes, diſcaſes, death of friends, 
and the ike. Nay what indeed are our 
difplealures even at thoſe things which 
we pretend to faſten upon Second Caules? 
For thoſe being all under the ſubordina- 
tion of the firſt , cannot move but by its 
permiſſion. This holy. Fob well diſcern'd, 
and therefore do's not indite the Chalde- 
ans or Sabeans for his plunder, but know- 
ing they were but inſtruments, he ſub- 
misſly acknowledges,that there was a high- 
er agent in his loſs, The Lord hath ta- 
tn away, Job 1.21. When theretore we ra- 
vingly execrate the rapine of one man 


the deceit of another for our 1mpoveriſh- 
4 2 ment 
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er of our diſcontents, which tho at 
firſt they are introduced by the inordi- 
nate love of our ſelves, yet are very apt 
to terminate in hatred and Blaſphemies 
againſt God, He therefore that would 
ſecure himſelf from the higheſt degree, 
muſt watch againſt the loweſt ; as he 
that would prevent a total Inundation, 
muſt avert the ſmalleſt breach in his 
Banks. Not but that even the firſt be- 
ginnings are in themſelves well worth 
our guarding : for abſtraQting from all 
the danger of this enormous increaſe , 
theſe murmurings ( like a mortiferous 
Herb) are poiſonous even in their firſt - 
Spring , before they arrive to their 
full maturity. To he alwaies moraliz- 
ing the Fable of Prometheus upon one's 
ſelf , playing the Vulture upon ones 
own entrails, is no deſirable thing, tho 
we were accountable to none bur our 
ſelves for it: to dip our tongues in gall, 
to have nothing in our mouths but the 
extratt', the exhalation of our inward 
bitterneſs, is ſure no great Senſuality, 
So that did we conſult only our own 
eale, we might from that ſingle Topic 
draw arguments enough againſt our mu- 


lines, 


8. Burt 
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us reaſon tor ly unkind a .purpole, as 
only.to quicken; and inhance the reſent- 
meat of our ſufferings , but rathes to cons; 
role theſe, diſprgers , , which ;the ,more 
tumultyous. part of us, our ſenſes, are 
apt to raiſe in us: and weare, fo far men 
uf no farther, as we uſe, x to that 
. Therefore jt che Teares of re- 
= cannot; reſtrain our .murmurs, if 
ve/are not Chriſtians enough.to ſubmic 
to the; divine. precepts: .ot,.. mecknels 
and acquielcenſe: yer let vsatlealt Keep. 
vithia, thoſe,, bounds which, ingenious 
nature has &t. us,; and notiby, our un- 
manly 1mpatiencies: enter common with 
Brutes and Anuyals 
9. Nav. Tape farther ns Ph if nci- 
ther for Gags nor. our own., fakes, yet 
for others, fot 1 humane ſocieties fake, this 
querulous, inclination ſhould be luppreſt; 
berg being nathing that renders ,a man 
mare unplealayt , mare uneaſy compa- 
ny. For { belides that: tis very apt to 
vent it ſelf upon thoſe with whom he 
conyerſes , rendring him capricious and 
excePtious; and tis a harſh, a grating 
found to . hear a man. alwaies in the 
complaining Key) no'man would wil- 
ingly dwell withia the noite af shrecks 
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in the caſe What is that tous? See thou 
to that, Mat. 27.4. 1 do not deny bur 
that the diſcharging ones griets into the 
bolome of a true triend, 1s both innos» 
cent and prudent : nay indeed he that 
has ſuch a treſure, is unkind to himſelt 
if he uſe it not. But that which I would 
diſlwade , is the promiſcuous ule of this 
liberty in common Converſation , the 
atisfying our Spleen, when we cannot 
eale our hearts by it, the loud decla- 
mings at our miſery, which 1s ſeldom fe- 
rer'd from as ſevere refleions on thoſg 
whom we ſuppoſe the cauſes of it; by 
which nothing can be acquired but the 
opinion of our Impatience , or perhaps 
ſome new grievance from ſome, who 
think themſelves concern'd to vindicate 
thoſe whom we aſperſe. In a word ris 
as indecent as it is unacceptable, and we 
may obſerve all men are willing to ſlink 
out of ſuch company , the Sober for 
the hazards, the Jovial for the unplea» 
fantneſs. So that the murmurer ſeems to 
be turn'd off to the company of thoſe 
doleful Creatures which the Prophet men- 
tions, which were 7o inhabit the ruines of 
BabylonsIſ.13.21.For he is ill Converſation 
toall men, tho the worſt of all to himſelf, 
Aa 10. AND 
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when we talk of ſinging Halle/ujahs in 
the next world to him, whilſt we enter- 
tain him here only with the ſullen noiſe 
of murmurs and repinings. For we arc 
not to think that Heaven will Meta- 
morphoſe us on a ſudden, and turn our 
exclamations and wild clamors into Lauds 
and Magnificats, It do's indeed pertect 
and crown thoſe graces which were here 
inchoate and begun , but no mans conyer- 
fion ever ſucceeded his being therc : for 
Chriſt has expresfly told us, That ex- 
rept we be converted, we Shall not enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven ; it we go hence 
in our froward diſcontents, they wall 
aſlociate us with thoſe, with whom 1s 
5 Wha and wailing and' gnashing of 
eet nh. 
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make themſelves the ſtandards of wiſdom, 
to which all are bound to conform, and 
whocver weighs not in their balance, be 
his reaſons never ſo weighty, they 
write Tekel] upon them. - Thus is one of 
the moſt oppreſſive Monopolies imagi» 
nable : all others can concern only ſom- 
thing without us, but this faſtens upon 
our nature s-yea and the better part of it 
too, our reaſon , and if it meet with thoſe 
who have any conſiderable ſhare of that 
within them, they will ofcen be temted 
to rally it, and not too ramely reſign 
this native liberty. -Realon ſubmits only 
to reaſan, and hz that aſſaults it with bare 
Autority ( that which is Divine alwaies 
excepted ) may as well cut flame with 
his ſword, or harden wax in the ſun. 

3. T1s true indeed thele great Di- 
Qators do ſoraetimes ran down the com» 
pany , and carry their Hypotheſis with- 
out conteſt : but of this there may be di- 
vers reaſons beſides the weight of their 
arguments. Some unſpeculative men may 
not have the skill to examine their aller- 
tions, and therefore an aſſent 1s their ſa- 
felt courſe; others may be lazy and not 
think it worth their pains; a third {ort 
may be modeſt and awed by a ſevere 
brow 
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off from the opportunities of Profelyting 
others, by averting them trom their com- 
pany. Freedom 1s the endearing thing 
in Society, and where that 1s controuPd, 
men are not very fond of aflociating 
themſelves. Tis natural to us to be un- 
ealy in the preſence of thoſe who aſ- 
ſume an Authority over us. Children 
care not for the company of their Pa- 
rents or Tutors, and men wall care leſs 
tor theirs, who would make them Chil- 
dren by uſurping a Turtelage. 

5. ALL thetc inconveniencies are c- 
vidently conſequent to thts Dogmatizing, 
ſuppoſing men be neyer ſo much 1n 
the right : but if they happen to be in 
the wrong, what a ridiculous pageantry 1s 
it, to ſce fuch a Philoſophical gravity 
ſet ro man-ont a Soleciſm? A conclu- 
ding Face put upon no concluding Ar- 

uments, is the moſt contemrible ſort 
of folly in the world. They do by this 
ſound a Trumpet to their own defeat : 
and whereas a modeſt miſtake might 
flip undiſcern'd, theſe Rhodomontade 
errors force themſelves upon mens ob- 
ſervation, and make it as 1mpoſlible tor 
men notto ſee, as it 15 not to deſpiſe them 


when they do, For indeed Pride 1s as 
ill 
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SECT. NI. Of Poſitruveneſs. 193 
another, For God knows confidence ig 
ſo far from a certain mark of truth, thac 
'tis often the ſeducer into falſhood, none 
being ſo apt to loſe their way as thoſe 
who, out of an ungrounded preſumtion 
of knowing 1t , deſpiſe all dire&tion from 
others. 

7. LET all this be weighed, and the 
reſult will be, that this peremtorineſs 1s 
a thing that can befit no form of under- 
ſtanding. It renders Wiſe men diſoblj. 


ging & troubleſome , and fools ridiculous 


and contemtible. It caſts a prejudice up- 
on the moſt ſolid reaſoning, and it ren- 
ders the lighter more notoriouſly deſpi- 
cable, Tis pitty good parts ſhould be 
lcaven'diby 1t., made a fnareto the own- 
ers and uſeleſs to others. And 'tis pitty 
too that weak parts ſhould by it be con- 
demn'd to be alwates ſo, by deſpifing thoſe 
Aids which ſhould improve them. Since 
therefore *tis ſo 111 calculated for ever 
Meridian, would God all Climes mighr 
be purged from it, 

8. AND as there are weighty obje- 
ctions againſt it in reſpeCt of its effects, 
lo there are no inconſiderable 25.3966 
in relation to its cauſes, of which we may 
reckon Pride to be the moſt certain 
B b and 
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row notions , that knows but a few 
things, and has no glimpſe of any be. 
ond him, thinks there are no ſuch : 
and therefore as if he had ( like A- 
lexander ) no want but that of worlds to 
conquer , he thinks himſelt the abſolute 
narch of all knowledg. And this is of 
all others the moſt unhappy compofiti- 
on : for ignorance being of its ſelf like 
ſtiff clay, an infertile ſoile, when pride 
comes to ſ{corch and harden it, it grows 
perfedly impenetrable: and accordingly 
we ſee none are ſo inconvincible as your 
half-witted people ; who know juſt e- 
_ to excite their pride, but not ſo 
much as to cure their 1gnorance. 

10. THERE remains yeta 24 kind of 
Peremptorineſs which I am to ſpeak to, 
and that is of thoſe who can make no 
relation without an atteſtation of its cer- 
tainty : a ſort of hoſpitable people , who 
entertain all the idle vagrant reports, 
and fend them out with paſſports and 
teſtimonials; who when they have once 
adopted aſtory, will have it pals for le- 
gitimate how ſpurious ſoever 1t original- 
ly was. Theſe ſomewhat reſemble thoſe 
Hoſpitals in 1taly, where all baſtards are 


ſure of reception, and ſuch a proviſion 
as 
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it himſelf, he do's the more innocently 
impoſe 1t on others : yet then to ſecure 
himſelf from the 1mputation of Leviry 
and too eaſy Faith, he 1s often temted 
to lend ſome probable circumſtance. Nay 
if he be of a proud humor , and have that 
miſerable vanity of loving 'to ſpeak big, 
and to bz thought a man of greater cor- 
reſpondence and intelligenee then his 
Neighbors, he will not bate an Ace of 
abſolute certainty , but however doubt- 
ful or improbable the thing is, coming 
tom him it muſt go for an indiſputable 
truth. - This ſeems to be the deſcent of 
this unhappy folly , which yet is often 
nurſt up by a mean or 1mprudent Eqdu- 
cation. A man that hath converſt only 
with that lower fort of company, who 
durſt not diſpute his veracity, thinks the 
ſame falſe Coin will paſs over the world, 
which went current amongſt his Fathers 
Servants or Tenants: and therefore we 
may obſerve that this 1s moſt uſually in 
young men , who have come raw into 
company with good fortunes and Uull 
breeding. Burt it 15 too true alſo that too 
many never loſe the habit, but are as 
moroſely poſitive in their Age, as they 
were childiſhly ſo in their Youth. In- 
deed 
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remtory in his own Story , may meet 
with anocher that 1s as peremtory in 
the contradiction of it, and then the 
wo Sr. Pojitrves muſt have a skirmiſh 
indeed. _ He that has atteſted the trath 
of a falſe, or the certainty of a doubt- 
ful thing, has brought himſelf into the 
ame ſtrait with Ba/aams Aſs, he muſt 
ether fall down Rat or run upon a ſword, 
Num. 22. 27, Forif his Hearers do but 
expreſs a diffidence , either he muſt ſink 
to a down-right Confeſſion that he was 
2 Liar, or elſe he muſt huff and bluſter 
till perhaps he 'raiſe a counter-ſtorm , 
and as he fool'd himſelf out of his truth, 
lo be beaten out of the pretence to it. 
Indeed rhere is ſcarce any quality that 
do's ſo temt and invite affronts as this 
do's : for he that can deſcend to ſuch a 
meanneſs , may reaſonably enough be 
preſumed to have little (as of true worth, 
lo)even of thar which the world calls Gal- 
antry, 'and ſo every puny ſword-man 
will think him a good tame Quarry to 
venter and fleſh himſelf upon. 

14. IN the third place it expoſes him 
to all the contemt and ſcorn which et- 
ther good or ill men can fling upgn him: 


the good abominare the ſin, the ill tri- 
umph 
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unhappily do fuch men defeat their own 
deligns : for while they aver ſtourly 
that they may be believed, that very 
thing makes them doubted , the world 
being not now to learn how frequent] 
Confidence is made a ſupplement for 
truth, Nor let any man who uſes this, 
flatter himſelf that he alone do's ( like 
obs meſſenger) eſcape the common fate : 
tor tho perhaps he meet with ſome who 
in civility or pitty will not diſpute the 
probability of his narrations, or with 
others who for raillery will not diſcou- 
nge the hamor with which they mean 
(in his abſence ) ro divert themſelves, 
yet he may reſt aſſur'd he 1s diſcern'd by 
al and derided for it. | 
16. Ir therefore concerns men who 
either regard their truth , or their reputa- 
tion , not toindulge to this humor, which 
1s the moſt filly way of ſhipwracking 
both. For he that will lay thoſc to ſtake 
upon every flying ſtory,may as well wage: 
his eſtate which way the wind will fic 
next morning, there being nothung lefs to 
be confided in, then the breath of tame, 
or the whiſpers of private tale-bearers. 
Wiſe men are afraid to report improba- 
ble truths: what a fool hardinels is it 
Cc then 
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ble , ſo inſinuating a thing, that all the 
rules of Oratory cannot help men to a 
more agreeable ornament of diſcourſe. 
8 YAnd if they will try it in boththe fore- 
y poing inſtances , they will undoubtedly 

nd the effets of it: a modeſt propoſal 
ſe Bvill ſooneſt captivate mens reaſons, anda 
|, Emodeſt relation their belief, 
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Humanity, muſt be counted among the 
ligheſt ſtrains of Wit. A wretched de- 
baſement of that ſprightful Faculty , thus 
to be made the interpreter to a Goat - 
or Boar: for doubtleſs had thoſe Crea- 
tures but the organs of Speech , their 
Fancies lie enough that way to make 
he & them as good company , as thole who 
n- } more ſtudiouſly apply themſelves to this 
r- © fort of entertainment, | 
es 3- Tax crime is comprehenſive c- 
o | nough to afford abundance ' of matter 
h || for the moſt Saryrical zeal, but I con- 
e || ſider the diſſe&ting of putrid Bodies may 
ce || caſt ſuch peſtilential fumes, as all the bene- 
d F fics of the ſcrutiny will not recompence. I 


Shall therefore in reſpe&t to the Reader 
diſmiſs this noiſome Subje& , and thereby 
- | givean example with what abhorrence he 
> | 5hould alwaics reje&t fuch kind of dif- 
, | courſe, remembring the advice of Sr. 
Paul, That all'uncleanneſs Should not be 
once named among thoſe who would walk 
as becometh Saints, Eph. 5. 3: 


The 
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our dict : our very palates conform to 
the faſhion, and every thing grows a- 
miable to our fancies, according as tis 
more or leſs received in the world. And 
upon this account all ſobriety and ſtrict 
yertue lies now under a heavy prejudice, 
and. no part of it more, then this of the 
Tongue, which cuſtom has now enfran- 
chized from” alt the bonds Moraliſts or 
Divines had laid upon it. 

2, BurT thegreater the difficulties are, 
the more it ought to awake our diligence: 
if we lie looſe and careleſly , tis odds we 
Shall be carried away wath the ſtream. 
We had need therefore fix our ſelves, and 
by a ſober recolle&tion of the ends for 
which our Speech was given us , and the 
account we muſt one day give of it, im- 
preſs 'upon our ſelves the baſeneſs and 
the danger of miſemploying it. Yet a 
negative innocence will not ſerve our 
turns, twill but put us in the condition 
of him , who wrapt up the talent he was ' 
commanded to employ, Mat.2 5. 25. Nay in- 
deed twill be impoſſible ro preſerve c- 
ven that if we aſpire no farther. The 
Tongue 1s a buſie ative Part, will ſcarce 
be kept from motion: and therefore it 
that ativity be not determin'd to good 
objets 
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congue from betraying himſelf or others 
to tin, muſt. tune it to a quite contrary 
Key , make 1t an inſtrument, an incen- 
tive to vertue, by which he ſhall not 
only ſecure the negative part of his duty, 
bur comply with the poſitive alſo, in em- 
ploying it to thoſe uſes for which it was 

given him. (v1 
3. I 7x wouldbe too vaſt an underta- 
king to preſcribe the particular ſubjes of 
ſuch diſcourſe, nay indeed 1mpoſhible, be- 
cauſe many of them are occaſional, ſuch 
as cannot. aforehand be reduced to any 
certain account. This only in the general 
we may reſt upon, that all ſpeech tending 
to the glory of God, or the good of man, 
is aright directed. W hich is not to be uns 
derſtood fo 00 page » aS if nothing but 
Divinity or the neceſſary concerns of hu« 
man life, may lawfully be brought mto 
diſcourſe: ſomthing 1s to be indulged to 
common civility , more to the intimaces 
and endearments of friendſhip, and a 
competency to thoſe recrearive diſcourſes 
which maintain the cheerfulneſs of ſocie- 
ty-; all which are, if moderatly uſed, 
within the: latitude of the rule, as tend- 
ing ( tho in alower degree ) to the well- 
bewg of. men, and by conſequent to the 
3 Dd honor 
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releaſe him from thoſe fervile drudgeries 
to vice, under which thoſe remain who 
live without God in the world. And theſe 
indeed are benefits worthy the dignity of 
human nature to communicate. And it is 
both ſad & ſtrange to ſee among the mul- 
titude and variety of Leagues that are con- 
trated 1n the world, how few there are of 
theſe pious combinations ; how thoſe who 
Shew themſelves concern'd inall the pet- 
ty ſecular intereſts of their friends, never 
take this at all into their care; a pregnant 
evidence how little true Eoinlep there 
isamong men. | 

5. I know ſome think they ſufficient- 
ly excuſe themſelves when they $hift oft 
this office to Divines, whoſe peculiar 
buſineſs they ſay it is. Burt chis is as if 
one who ſees a poor fainting wretch , 
Should forbear to adminiſter a Cordial 
he has at hand, for fear of intrenching 
on the Phyſitians Faculty. Many op- 
portunities a Friend or Companion may 
have which a Diyine may want. He of- 
ten ſees a man in the very fit, and fo 
may more aptly apply : for where there 
is an intimacy of Converſe, men lay 
themſelves open , diſcover thole paſlions, 


thoſe vices, which they carefully veil when 
Dd 2 a 
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The Cloſe. © 213 
ragement givento it. No State everallot- 
ed public certain Salaries for a ſet of 
Men that were thought utterly uſeleſs: 
and if there be uſe to be made of them, 
ſhall we loſe our advantages meerly be- 
cauſe they gain theirs ? We are in nothing 
elſe ſo ſenſeleſs: no man will refuſe coun- 
fil from a Phyſician, becauſe he lives by 
the Profeſſion. Tis rather an argument 
on his ſide, that becauſe ſuch an intereſt 
of his own depends on it, hz has bin the 
more induſtrious to fit himſelf for it. But 
not to run farther in this digreſſion, I 
ſhall apply it to my purpoſe , by ma- 
king this equitable propoſal , that Lay 
men will not ſo moralize the common 
Fable, as neither to admoniſh one anorher 
themſelves, nor ſuffer Miniſters to do it 
without them. And truly tis hard if net- 
ther of theſe can be granted when both 
ought. I am ſure all is lictle enough that 
can be don, tho we should have as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, Precept upon precept, Line 
upon line , here a little and there a little, If. 
28. 13 Mans nature is ſo unatrentive 
to good, that there can ſcarce be too ma- 
ny monitors. We ſee Satan tho he have 
a much ſtronger party in our inclina- 


tions, dares not rely upon it, bur is ſtill 
cm- 
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e 
nd ff lige communities : which can no way ſo 
a. ff well be don, as by endeavoring to ſubyerr 
ve Þ] vicious cuſtoms, which are the peſt and 
nt poiſons of all focieries. The heathens had 
he I many ceremomes of luſtrations for their 
2» | cities and countries, but he that could pu. 
it JI rify and refine their manners, would in. 
t- I deed attain to the ſabſtance of thoſe sha- 
ot | dows. And becauſe the Apoſtle tells us 
o | that Evil words corrupt good manners , 
e | ryould be a faridamental piece of refor- 
It F mation, to introduce a betrer ſort of con- 
y £ verſe intothe world: which -, en ramp 
ſo agreeable' to my preſent ſubject, that I 
e | cannot Che har granary (rod av fo 
$ | commend the endeavor to the reader, 
$8 I which if he havedir by this Tratt at all 
: | convinced ofthe ſin.and miſchief of thoſe 
3 | Schemes of diſcourſe decyphered in it, 
cannot be more yuſt ro his convittions, 
| then by attemeing"roſupplant them. 
1.01 T were tadeed a defign worthy 
oÞiy noble ſoul, to try to new model 
the Ape in this particular, to make it 
p6fible for men , to be at once conver- 
fable and innocent. I know twill be ob- 
je&ed, tis too vaſta projet for one or ma-' 
ny fingle Perfons to undertake : yet difh- 
Gries uſe to animate generous ſpirits , 
bs. eſpecially 
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= The Cloſe. 217 
yield that title we diſpute not: and tis ' 
hard to ſay , whether their triumphs be 
more owing to the boldneſs of-1ll men, 
or the puſillanimity of the good. What if 
upon the trial they ſhould meet with the 
worſer part of St. Pauls fate at Athens, 


That ſome will mock, As 17. 32. yet per- 


haps they may partake of the better alſo, 
and find others that would be willing 70 
hear them again, and ſome few at leaſt may 
cleave unto. them. And ſure they are too 
tender and delicate , that will run no ha- 
zard ,nor be willing to bear a little ſhare 
in that profane drollery , with which an A- 
poſtle was, and their God is daily aſſault- 
ed : eſpecially when by this expoſing them- 
ſelves, they may hope togive ſome check 
to that impious liberty. However be- 
lides the ſatisfation of their own conſci- 
ences , they may alſo gain this advantage 
by the attemt, that it may be a good teſt 
by which to try their company. For 
thoſe whom they find impatient of in- 
nocent and profitable converſe, they 
may aſſure themſelves can only enſnare 
not benefit them ; and he is a very weak 
Gameſter , that will be drawn to play up- 
on ſuch termes, as make it highly pro- 
bable for him to loſe, but impoſlible for 
E e- him 
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think him a good guide of his tongue , 
that has but half the maſtery of his own. 
Let every man therefore be ſure to begin 
at the right end of his work', to waſh 
his own mouth clean , before he pre- 
ſcribe Gargariſms to others. And to that 
purpoſe let him impartially reflet on all 
the undue liberties he has given his 
tongue , whether thoſe which have bin 
here remarked, or thoſe others which he 
may find in all Practical books, eſpe- 
cially in (the moſt Practical of all books) 
his own Conſtience. And when he has 
trac'd his talk thro all its wild rambles, ler 
him bring home his ſtray; not like the loſt 
ſheep with joy, but with tears of peni- 
tence and contrition , +and keep a ftrit 
watch over it that it break not looſe again; 
nay farther require it to make ſome reſti- 
tution for the treſpaſs it has committed 
in its former excurſions, to reſtore to 
God what it has rob'd of his Honor, by 
devating tt ſelf an inſtrument of his ſer- 
vice; to his Neighbor what it has de- 
tracted from him, by wiping off that ful- 
it has caft upon his Fame; and to 
himſelf by defacing thoſe 11] Characters 
of vanity and folly it has imprinted on 
him, Thus may the Tongue cure its own 
EE 2 ſting 
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cape us, yet we may from deliberate will- 
ful offences of the Tongue. And tho 
weſhould all aſpire higher, yet if wecan 
but reach this, we ought not to excuſe 
our ſelves ( upon remaining infirmities) 
from the Chriſtian generous underta- 
king, I was wear 7G þ the reform- 
ing of others. Indeed Ihad made a very 
impertinent exhortation to that, if this 
degree of fitneſs may not be admitted z 
for I fear there would be none on earth 
could attemt it upon other terms: the 
world muſt ſtill remain as it is, and await 
only the Tongues of Angels to reduce it. 
Nor need we fear that cenſure of Hypo- 
crify which we find, Mart. 7. 5. for the 
caſe is very differing. Tis indeed as 
ridicalous as infolent -an attemt, for 
one that has a Beam in his own eie, 
to pretend to caſt a More out of his bro- 
thers: but it holds not on the contra- 
v6 that he that has a Mote in his own , 
Should not endeavour to remove the 
Beam in his brothers. Every ſpeck do's 
not blind a man, nor do's every infirmi- 
ty make one unable to diſcern, or in- 
competent to reprove the groſſer faults 
of others. + | 
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s | double aſpett, ſuch as may; juſtify the an- 
. | cient Dk of it, thy A os worſt 
ws | and beſt part of man, the beſt in itsori- 
ginal and deſign, and the wortt in its cor+ 
ruption and neratton. In David the 
man after Gods hcart it was bis glory, Pla, 
$7. 8. The beſt member that he had, Pſa. 
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, | 108.1. But in the wicked it cuts like a 
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Sharp Razor, Pſa. 52.2, Tis as the venem 
of £Aſps 140. 3. The Tongues from hea- 
ven were Cloven Act. 2.2. to bethe more 
diffuſive of good : but thoſe that are fired 
from hell arc forked , Jam. 3. 6. robe the 
more impreſſive of miſchief: it muſt be 
referred toevery mans choice, into which 
of the forms he will mold his. Solomon 
tells us Death and Life are in the power of 
the Tongue , and that not only directly 1n 
regard of the good or ill we may do to 
others, but retlextvely alſo, in re{pe& of 
what may rebound to our ſelves. Let Mo- 
| /es then make the inference from Jo/o- 
| monspremiſes, Therefore chuſe life, Deur. 
30. 15. a propoſal ſo reaſonable, fo a- 
greeable to nature , that no florishes can 
render it more inviting. I ſhall therefore 
leave it to the Readers contemplation 
and ſhall hope that if he pleaſc but to 
reyolye 
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